\ ———— 
— 


THE 
DEFENCE OF 
Poelte. 


.- By Sic Phillip Sis 
7 =o 


LONDON 
Printed for YY illiam Ponſonby. 
I595 


An Apologie for 
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Hen the right vertuous 
s Edward YYotton, &1, were 
7” at the Emperors Court to- 
#2 gcther, wee gaue our ſclues 
ro learne horſemanſhip of. , 
Tels Five Pages een 


ay A” 


< A Q4 that withgreat commenda-" - 

tion place of an Eſquirein his ſtable. And | 

hee, according to the fertilnes of the Italian wit, 

did not onely afoord'vs the demonſtration of his 

practiſe, bur ſought toenrichour mindes with 

the contemplations therein, which hee thought 

moſtprecious. Bur withnone I remember mine | 

cares Were at any time more loden, then when 

(either angred with ſlowepaiment, or mooued 

with our learner-like admiration,) he exerciſed -,, 

his ſpeech in the prayſe of his facultie. Hee ſayd, OY ”_ 

Soutdiours were the Ro eſtate of A gd EE 
: an | 
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ſg and horſemen, the nobleſt of Souldiours. Hee 

RP mhondiees Maiſters of warre, and or- 

Ah ay {oy oers, and ſtrong abi- 

& Coun! Nay, 

tf ES larrocneder as that 

4 A «no carthly ny, > ſuch wonderto a Prince, 

asto be a eman. Skill of gouernment, 

was but a Pedameriain compariſon: thE would 

| hee adde certaine prayſes,by telling what a peer- 

*% {: of rſs, leſle beaſta horſe was. The onely ſerviceable 

© Covurtier withour flattery, thebeaſt of moſt beu- 

| tie, faithfulnes, courage, and ſuch more, that if 

I had not beene a peecce of a Logician before I 

: ' cametohim, I think he would haveperſwaded 

Pholentre. meeto haue wiſhed my ſelfe a horſe. Butthus 

0p much atleaſt with his no fewe words hee draue 

79 into me, thar ſelfe-loueis better then "e guild- 
- 'ſeluesareparties. VVherin,if Pagans his i 
affeQion and weake arguments will not 

I wilgiue youanecrer example of my "R 

who (I knowe not by what miſchance) intheſe 


my notold yeres & ideleſt times, hauing ſlipr into 
| thetitle of a Poer, am prouoked to ſay Ns\rwe 


cation, which if I handle with more good will 
then good reaſons,beare with me, ſith the ſchol- 
SW an robe pardoned thar foloweth the of 
der jus 6c" his Maiftes, And yet I muſt fay ,'thatasI have 
tra iuſtcauſeto make apitriful defenceof poore Po- 
etry, 


” 
: 


bh: - ing to makethat ſeeme g Lone wherein our , 


vmto you inthe defence of that my vneleted 'vo- 
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FOR POETRIE., 


etry, which from almoſt the higheſt eſtimation | 
ot learning, is fallen to bethe laughingſtocke of | 
children. So haue I need to bring ſome more a- 

uaileable proofes: {ith the former is by no man | 
barred of his deſerued credite,theſilly latter hach 1 
had cuenthe namesof Philoſophers vſed tothe | 
defacing of it, with great danger of ciuill war a- | 
mog the Muſes. And firſt,truly toalthEthat pro- |; 
feſsing learning inueigh againſt Poetry,may uſt - '” 
ly be obieed, that they goe very neerto vngrat- - 

fulnes,to ſeckto defacethat,which inthenobleſt © *' 
nations & languages that are knowne, hath been « 11.4 
thefirſtlight-giucr to ignorance,and firſt Nurſe,” '* ©? 
whoſe milk by little & little enabled them tofeed 

afterwards of tougherknowledges : & will they 

now play the Hedp >E.thar being received into 

the den,drave out his hoſt? or rather the Vipers, 

| that with theyr birth kill their Parents? Let lear- 

| ned Greecein any of her manifold Sciences, be 

| ableto ſhew me one booke, before Muſzxs, Ho- 

| wer, & Hefiodas, all three nothing els but Poets. 


| Nay, let any hiftorie be brought, that can ſay any 
| VVriters were there beforeth&, if they werenot 
| men of the ſameskil, as Orphews, Linss, and ſome 
otherarenamed: who having becnethe firſt of 

that Country, that made pens deliuerersof their 

knowledge to their poſterity , may iuſtly cha- 

lengeto bee called their Fathers in learning : for 

not only in timethey had this priority (although 

inirſelf antiquity a ok _ 

£5 2 , cm, 
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them, as cauſes to drawe with their charming, | 
ſweetnes, the wild vntamed wits to arr admirati- 
on of knowledge. So as Amphion was ſayde to | 
moue ſtones with his Poetrie, to build Thebes. | 
And Orphens to be liſtened to by beaſtes, indeed, FE 
ſtony and beaſtly people. So among the Romans — 
were Livins, Andronicus, and Ennins, Sointhe | 
Iralian languape, the firſt that madeir aſpire to be 
a Treaſure-houſe of Science, were the Poets 
Dante, Boccace, and Petrarch, So in our Engliſh 
> were Gower andChawcer. ; 
*1i1o/2gphrrr  Aﬀter whom, encouragedanddclighted with | 
theyr excellent fore-going, others haue follow- | 
| ed, to beautifie our mother rongue, as wel in the 
| ſamekindeasinother Arts.. This did ſo notably. 
bk. ſheweir ſelfe, that the Phyloſophers of Greece, 
| durſt not a longtime appeareto the worlde but. 
vnder the masks of Poets. So Theles, E hy 
be, cles, and Parmenides, ſange their naturall P i 
71149475 ſophic in verſes: ſo did Pyrhegeres and Phocilides: 
n their morral counſells : ſo did Tirfews in war mat-- 
ters, & So/ow in matters of policie: orrather,they 
becing Poets, dyd exerciſe their'delightful vaine 
| inthoſepoints of higheſt knowledge, which be- 
| G/on forethem lay hid tothe world:For that wife Ss- 
lon was direRly a Poet ,- it is manifeſt:, having! 
5 ; written in verſe, the notable fableof the :\tlan- 
fick Land, which was continuediby Plato. -: : -. | 
Fate. And truely, cuen Plato, whoſoauer wellcon-' | 
| fidereth;ſhall find, that in the body of his _ 
" | though. 
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though the inſide &ftrength- were Philoſophy, 
the skinne as it were &Þteautie,, ; depended moſt 
of Poctrie : for all ſtandeth vpon- Dialogues, 
wherein he faineth many honeſtBurgeſſesof A- 
thensto.ſpeake of ſuch;:matters, that frhey had 
been ſerte on the racke, they would neuer have 
confeſſed then.” Beſides, his poerical deſctibing 
the circumſtancesof their mectings, asthe well 
ordering of a banquet, the delicacic of a walke, 
with enterlacing meeretales, as 'G(ges Ring, and 
others, which who knoweth nat to be flowers 
of Poetrie, did neuer walke into Apellos Garden. 
And cuen Hiſtoriographers, — 
lppesfoundeof things dooney & veripicd 
ten; intheyr tore-haads,) hauc been gladio horg 
rowbþork fathinn; and petchancewaightob Po 
as. So Heradgtey entituled bis Hiſtawc,-bytha 
name ofhanyxe Muſes and both he andall the: 
reli zbat follbyratt him; cirher i6Jearſurped, of 
Pognie, theirpalgonacdefribing of paler 
the as | go rug of battailes, which: no; 
man could affirme :.or if that be denied me, lonj 
- Qraionsputinthe mouthes of great Kings and: 
Gaptaines, which it is certaine they-neyerinpro( 
nounced. Sp that. truely, neythber: Phylolophar: 
nor Hiſtoriographer;.coulde at the firſt haue en-: 
rred into thegates ef populer indgements,ifthey 
had nt rakenagreat.paſporrof Poerry , which» 
ingll:Nationsa this day wher learning flogiſheth; 
not, isplaineto hnſeener cn all 'whbichthey;haue) 
Z 


rr voffe. ſome 


yy [4 


Serie, | 
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ſome feeling of Poetry. In Turky, beſides their 


lawe-giuing Diuines, they have no other V Vri- 
ters but Poess. In ourneighbour Countrey Ire- 
land, where truclie learning gocth very bare, yer 
metheyrPoets held in a deuoutereuerence, E- 
venamongthe moſt barbarous and ſimple Indi- 
answhereno writing is, = have they their Po- 
ets, who makeand ſing _ which they call 4- 

,both of theyr Ante ors deedes, & Praiſes 
theyr Gods. Alufficient probabilitie,chat if c- 


+ bing theyr bard Gull wine & k mult bebyhe- 
-_ . bingtheyr dull wits foftned and ſharpened 


the ſweete delights of Poetrie. on re wil 
they find aplcafurein theexerciſes of them 
great promiſes bf-much knowledge, will little 
partir them ; thar knowe notthe fruizes of 
pe. In VVales;; 5 the true-remnant of 
the auncient Britons, 2s there are good autho- 
ritics to ſhewe the long-tume'they-had Poets, 
which ctheycdled Berdes +:fo rhotough all the 
conqueſts of Romaines , Saxons; 'Panes, and: 
_ —_— _ Sbfeierovaine of all 


yarns wer er er er fo 2s Mu ye wed 
mote norable ity ſoone ning 'then in long: 
continuing.Burſineethe Aurhorsof moſt of our 
Sciences weretheRomans, andbeforethem the' 
Greekes, let vsalirtle ſtand vppon theirauthori-' 
cies ur euenſofaremroſer;wha ma —_— 
havc'giuenvnto thisnow 

Among 


INES _ SE no nd 
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_ - AmongtheRomansa Poet was called Fates,£7*” fo Jeers. | 
which is as much as a Diviner,Fore-ſeer, or Pro- was - | 
pher, as by his conioyned wordes Y aticiniun & 
F aticinari,is manifeſt: ſo heauenly atitledid that 
excellent people beſtow vp6 this hart-rauiſhing - 
knowledge . And (o farre werethey carried in- 
tothe admirationthereof, that they thought in 
the chaunceablehinting vppon any ſuch os 


great fore-rokens of their following fortunes | 
were plactd. VVhercupon _ ys worde of Sort 7 Vigo 
Sorter Firgiliane,when by ſu = | 


gilsbooke, they lighted vpon _ verſe 1 

making, whereof t hiſtories of the —_— | 

Jiues arefull : asof Albinusthe Governourof our | 

—_ , who in his childe-hoode mene-withtbia it 
THI Ly 

F _ amens capio mee ſat rations __— | 

Andin his age performed it, which al K 

werea very vaine, and godles _— | 

it was tothink that ſpirgs were Lins. 

ſuch verſes, whereupon this word emmy wes 

ued of Carmine commeth , ſo yer ſcrueth it to 

ſhew the great reuerencethoſe wits were helde 

in. Andaltogethernot without g1 ſince 

both the Oracles of Delpbosand Si he- | 

cies, were wholy delivered in verfes. For that 7X 

fame exquiſite obſeruing ofnumber and meaſure 

in rad andthat high flying liberty of conceit 

propertothe Poet, did ſceme to have ſomedy- 

uine forceinit, Fey , 


Atta Lag us ape 


| Saurtr 
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F AndmaynotTpreſumea little fartherzoſhew 


thetcafonablenesofthis worde Yates } Andtay 
tharthe holy'Davids Plalmes area diuine Poem ? 
If doo,-1 ſhall not doit withour theteſtimonie 
ofreatlearned men, both auncient &modcrne: 


 bureventhename Pſalmes will-ſpeake for mee, 


bro tr interprered, isnothing but ſonges. 
Thewthac it is fully writren in meerer, as all Jear- 
ned Hebricians agrec,: akthough the rates be not 
OT: Faſtly&princjl princrpally, his hande: 
5 PER h ism portica}.For 
ist jo went /yi his muſical Hteimends? 
Theaten md free changing dfperſons? Hisno- 
whe hemaketh you asit were, 
bps God coriifiing in his Mareſtie, His telling of 
theBeaſts ioyfulnes, and hills leaping, but ahea- 
uenlie porſie wherein — fheweth _ 

felfea mate louer,'o \vnſpeakable a 
pres reps to beſrete why the eyes of the 
ut'oyuely rowe 
thving famed Hem, I + mee-T' learnt 1 to pro- 


. phanerhar holy name, app plying it"t0 Poetrie, 


which is among vs throwne downeto ſo ridicu- 


fous: an tithation {::bur they that with _ 


on, Are Wo fooke4 little deeperinto it; 
ethe cn#and working of it fuch, as-b peg 
xr] applyed, deſcrueth not to bee ſcourg 
ourof the Church of. God. 


:-Butnow; let vsſeehow! evithacher named 
it, and howe they deemed of it,” The _— 
calle 
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called him a Poet, which a hath as _— 
excellent, gonethorough ot Langu es. It 
cometh of this word Pezein, which is, Atari 

wherein Iknow not, whether by lucke or wiſe- 
dome, wee Engliſhmen have mette with the 
Greckes, incalling him a maker : which name, 
how high and incomparable atitle it is, Thad ra- 
ther were knowne by marking the ſcope of 0- 


ther Sciences,then by my parrtiall all 
There isno Artedelivered to opus that 2} 


obieR, without which they could not confi 

on which they ſo depend,as aces become AQors 
and Players as it were, of what Nature will haue 
ſerfoorth, So doth the Aſtronomer looke vpon 
the ſtarres, and by that hee ſecth, ſetteth downe 


| hathnotthe workes of Nature for hisprinc principall ” 


whar order Nature hath taken therein. So doe Pee 


the Geometrician, & Arithmetician, in their di- 
uerſe (ores of quantities. So doth the Muſitian in 
times;tel you which by nature agree,which not 
The naturall Philoſopher theron hath hisname, 
and the Morrall Philoſopher ſtandcth ks 
naurall vertyes, vices, and paſsions of man; 

folloye Nature (faith hee) therein, & thou Fore 
notexre; The Lawyer ſayth what men haue de- 
termined. The Hiſtorian what men have, done. 


A 
drier « aviae 


ez 21 
f SHY! 4 


* 
AGrenom: # 


foil, 
An ade "fs 


Wee 


Coe: 


Sir trs fo 


The Grammarian ſpeaketh onely of therules of {5-77 


ſpeech, andthe Rethorician, and Logitrian,con- 

dering what in Nature will ſooneſt proue and 
Py thetcon giue _—_— rules, which ſtill 
are 


2 beter 
Irv” 


A.N\ 7 FPOLO GIE" 
Secompaſſed withinthe cirele =_ eſtion, at- 
hs fr ke ——_—_—_ ed matter. Phiſition 
—_— theranreofamacbodic and the na-- 
Ne careof things holpetul, or hurtefallvato it, And 
phe, re though irbe inthe ſeconde and 
| bo mmm he be counted (uper- 
| naturall: yet doth hee indeede builde vpon the 
| [Arvrie,  depthofNawure: onelythe Poet, diſdayning to 
| be tied toany ſuch fubicQtion, lifted vp with the 
| vigorof hizowneanuentior), dooth growein ef- 
feQ,anothernature,in making things cither bet- 
terthen Nature bringeth forth, or quitea newe 
forma fuchw never were in Nature, as the He- - 
, Cyclops, Chimeras, Faries, & ſoxli 
bke; lo in hand with ' Narrire, 
Cornet hinch ringer warrant'of| her 
| gk rages rms => FL within the. TZo- 
of his owne wit.” 
ir +; [Naturetcucvſer forth the earthjnlſorich v1 
Ti Bry,ardwers Poerchavedone, neither withple- 
orb ande fant rivers, fruitfulrrees,fweet ſmelling flowers: 
s, +. wag ' nor whatſocuer es may make the too much 1o- 
ved carth more louely. Her:world is braſen, the 
Poets only deliueragolden :burler th6ſe chir 
. aloneandgoeto man-, for whoin as the'8ther 
* things are, ſo it ſeemeth in him her vetermoſt 
cunning is imployed,'and -knowe whether ſhee 
haueb foorth ſorruea louer as Thegyiwes, 
- fo conſtam afriendeas Pilades, ſovatiant amanies 


Orlands , ſo righr #Prinoe 25-Xenophans gen" 


AAA _ 
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excelient a man cuery way,as Firgils Aenear:nei- 


E 
& | 
l 
i 
t 


# 


ther {er this be icſtingly.conceiucd ; becauſe the 


worksof theonebedſem entiall : the other, i omen 
ration or fition: for any vnderſtanding know- 
cththeskil of the keiben ſtandeth in that /des 
or fdre-conceite of the work,& notin the work 
it ſelfe, Andthat the Pocthath that 7des, is ma- 
nifeſt, by deliuering them forth in ſuch excellen- 
cicashee hath imagined them. VVhich deliue- 
ring forttalſo, isnot.wholic imaginatiue,as we 
are wor 10 lay bythemthar build Caftles inthe 
ayre: but ſo farre ſubſtantially it worketh , not 
onelyto make aCyras;which had been but afpar- 
ticuler excellencic, as Nature might haue done, 
man) Or ey wil vpon the worlde;to. make 
ER Cyirws's, if they wil Th why, and 


| _ letir yon to00 ſawcies com. 
pariſon to. ballance the higheft poynt of mians 
wit withthe efficacic of Nature :butrathergiue 
right honor to the heauenly Maker of rh: ma? 
ker : who hauing made manto his ownelikenes; 
ſet him beyond & vuer all the workes of that ſe- 
cond nature, which in. nothing hee ſheveth ſo 
anc beeah, he bringerheiongsfeechfarkwpuſ 
une breath, he bringeth things 

fing her dooings, with ns. tothe 


Non ”m 


ez | 


oe FX wellevs-. 


incredulous of thar. firſt accurſed fall of Adam? 


ſith our creted wit; maketh vs know'what 
—_ is, ahdyerour _ ny Cheek 


| 
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from reaching vntoirt. But theſe arguments wil 
by fewe be vnderſtood , and by fewer granted. 
Thusmuch (I hope) will begiuen me, that the 
Greckes with ſome probabilinie of reaſon, gave 
him the nameaboue allnames of learning. Now 
let vsgoe to a more ordinary opening of him, 
thatthetrueth may be more palpable: and (o I 
though we getnor ſo vamarched apraiſc 

as theEtimologie of his names will grant, yet his 
very deſcription, which no man will denie, ſhall 
not iufſtlybe barred from a principall commen- 
. Poclietherefore is an arte of imitation, for ſo 

ſtotle termerth it m this word eArmeſe, that is 

wo lay, arepreſenting, coyn ing,or figuring 
foorthi; ro emetaphorically,a ſpeaking pic- 
rure: ner rrp reach and debght is 
haue beene three ſcuerall kindes. The chicfe 
bothin antiquitie & excellencie, were they that 
<&id imitate the inconceiuavle excellencies of 
G OD. Such were, David in his Pſalmes , Salo- 
menin his ſong of Songs, in his Eccleſiaſtes, and 


| Proverbs: Moſes and Debera in theyr Hymnes, 


andthe writer of 7s; which beſide other, the 
learned Emanuel Tremelins , & Franciſcus 1 wnius, 
doeenticlethe poeticallpart of the Scripture. A- 
theſe none will ſpeakethart hath the holie 

in duc holy reverence. 
In this kinde, t hina full wrong dwumi- 
tie, were Orphene, amphion,Hemer in his youny, 

an 
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and many other, both Greekes and Romaines: 

and this Poclie muſt be vſed, by whoſocuerwill 

follow S. lames his counſell, in ſinging Pſalmes 

when they are merry: and I knowe is vſed with 

the fruite of comfort by ſome, when in ſorrow- 

tull pangs of their death-bringing (innes, they 

_ the conſolation of the neuer-leauing good- 

nefle. ; : 

The ſecond kinde, isof them that deale with >. Agr (eg0: 

matters Philoſophical ; eyther morrall, as Tirte- // _ 1 

as, Phocilides, and Cato, or natural, as Zarretiae, ar _ 

and Yirgils Georgichs : or Aſtronomicall, asuAtfd- Waturit- 

wilius,% Pomtanss: or hiſtorical,as Lucew : which 7 OL, 

whomillke, the fauke is in theirrdgens by Prone * 
vice out of taſte, and'nor-in the ſiveet foode of 
weetly.vttered knowledge .. But becauſe thys - 

ſecond ſorte is wrapped within the folde of the: 

propoſed ſubicct, and rakes notthe courſe of his 

ownemuention, whether they. properly.be Po» | 

etsorno, tet Gramarians diſpute: andgoetorhe x. Makes 

thyrd, indeed right Poets, cf whom chiefly this | 

queſtion ariſerh , betwixt whom,& theſe ſecond 

is ſuch a kinde of difference, as berwixt the mea-. 

ner fort of Painters, (who counterfet onely ſuch 

faces as are ſettebeforethem,) andthe. more ex- 

cellent : who hauing no law but wit,beſtow that 

in culloursvpon you which is fitteſt for the eye 

to ſee: asthe conſtam, though lamemingilooke 

of Laivicie, when ſhe puniſhed in her ſelfean 0- 

meis fank. 57... 5 RR_=z 
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-VVhactithe painteth not Zyrratis whomhe 
nenen (awe, thr patterheheduryearde beauty of 
fuch a vertue: fortheſerthird bethey which moſt 
properly do iminateto.tcach and: delight, andto 
waicate, borrow natbing of what is, hath been, 
or thallbe-bug range onty rayned with learned 
diſcretion, 


imo thedivine conlidetation of what 

rt. maybe, and ſhouldbe. Theſebee they, that as 
.. ; thefirſtaridmoſt noble ſorte, may iuſtly beeter- 

| | modyeyonhelcarbyajedonintbe excellent 

and beſt s, withthefore 
naine of Poets: fat theſeindeede doo 
pre mp wa vir and imitatebotlito de« 

. lighrfortzch rand :dclight.tomouementocake 

+ they would I h; 

HE - is dreach; to 
ph ran whereunto they 
| ard mooued; mk bers the nobleſt ſcope to 
rr diunse arr yerwand | 

- thirenotidictonguestobarkcattbem .c Theſe 

wY "By belubdiuided intoſtundrymbre 1- 
FELT thr>s cations.” Themoſt notable bee x e Heroick, Li 
| of. nick; Tragich, Conich, Satirick, Tamibich, Elegi- 
ak; Pafterxit;-and:corthime orhers. Some 'of 
theſe beingtermedaccotding tothe marter. they. 
» dediraacts, ome by the ſorry of verſes they liked | 
» beft ro write in; furindeede the greateſt part.ob 
| Pdernhave: lſed their porticalbinnentions 
in-thav knimbtougkindeof wiring wwhiohviscale 
led verſe: ; indeed but HET verſebeing bur. 
Th. - 1 F an 


ir 


Verſe. 
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an ornament arid no cauſe to Poetry ! inhmthere + 
haue beene many moſt excellent Poets, tharne-+ 
ner verlified, and nowe ſwarme many verlifters 
that necdeneuer aunſweretothename of Poers, 
For Xenophes, who did imicate ſocxcellently; as Xen ophen. 
to gue vs effigiem inſti impery, theportraiture: of 
aiuft Empire vnder the name of Cyrus, (as Cicers 
 faythofhim) made therein an DE heroicall 
Pocm. 
Sadid' Heliadoras i In; as ſugred ;chicction of Hilretorns. 
tha picture of loue in Theagrmer and Carictes, 
and yet both theſe writ in Proſe: which 1 ſpeak 
to ſhew,thar it is not riming andverlingthar ma- 
keth a Por, nomorethenalonggownemaketh 71,1, 
an Aduocate: who though he plcadedim armey Agree. 
fhould be an Aduocateand ho Souldien;: Bark 
tsthar fayni _— es of vertues;vices;or 
what els, wit detiphafoll qeachiig. which 
tr view Yale ors PP an. roknou yPob 
<tby::altbough indeed the Senreof Rofrshark 
choſen verfeasthcir fitteſt rayment; a6 
m matter they paſſed all:in all; ſoin-mianer ro goe 
beyond them ; not ſpeaking \rableratkefaſhiong 
orliike men madreame,) 'words as they chance- 
CO —_ themouth, but peyzingeach fills= 
each worde by iu opantion cor 

tothedighiticof abc y 

| Nowe thereforeirſhatinor bet  amille frflto 
waighthis latter ſortofPormieby his! ;\8e 
thenby Hae nejther ob theſe A 

natomies 
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ts” \j; mics he be condemnabl, hope wee tal 
tes Te obtainea more fauourable ſentence, This purifi- - 


cape = md tr: of memory, 
oe Y of conceyt, cnn 
| ws os cSmonly we call ,vnder what name ſoe- 


5 / nr 95 ly er immediat end ſocuer 


ps" arm lead & draw _ 


__ n, as our 


E _ ans hex clayey lodg ad wn - 
2 tot = = 
| many formed pncpaly or ſome 


| Ls "PR 


y efural Shy [4 
lerephie. 


Ma , D ke: 
Maths vi, Geir 


one, — tm _ 
ohne ry arms war rrrsf 
3107 EOwne dl- 
Coatings: Burwhen oy v7 of expe- 
rienceir was fad, that the Aftronomer loo- 
kingto rhe ftarres night fall into a ditch, tharthe 
anda Philoſopher might be bliridein him-. 
= theMathematicianmight draw 
inemideacrooked hart -then loe, did 


ERIE opinions,make manit 


| that 


FOR POET R IE. 


al theſexre bun. ſenvng Sciences, which. as 
hayecacba priumoend in themiclucs, (o'er 1 
arethey all diroted othe enilcftiem Arbre ; 
IE: es called Arkiteck-" 
s, (as I thinke) in the know- 
lnigeots amanx(elfe, intheEthickeand politick £7414: 
eration, with the end of well dooing and 
not of well knowing euen as tie Sadlers 
nextend.js ta miake a foes Fry bur his farther 
end,x6.ſcruc a nobler. facultic, which'is horſe: 
manſhip, ſo the horſemans to ſouldiery, andthe 
Souldier not onely to hauethe xkill, but to per- 
formethe prattiſe of a Souldicr: ſothat the en- 74142 
ding endofall carthly-Jearning, being vertuous 
ationahoſe chiles that moſt erueto ing forth 
that, havea moſt iuſttitle to hee Princesouerall 
bien, by ng oneebe hherCampe | 
tors, amang whorh asprincipall challengers fiep 1, ,..../ 
ng repens whom me thin- 74/Gwphir - | 
Kerh, I -— towards mee' with aſullen 
as though they could not abide vice by 
yh qr clothed forto witries outward- 
ly heir obtempe of outward things, with bookes 
Lahenhends agaynſt glory, wheretothey- ſerte 
theyr names, phiſlcaly ſpeakin pH 
lity, and angry with any. man in whom they ſce 
the pong 3 * then men caſting latges 
Rac cy goes of Definitions Diuiſions, and 
Qtions, with a ſcornefull oY a 
erly 


— 


7h > / MM .. 


AN APOLOGIB. 
y aske, whether it bee poſzible ro finde am! 
ior rn wh cron Þ 


which teacheth what vertue is? and teacherh it 


not onely by delivering forth his very being, his 
cauſes, and effetts: but alfo, watt car. bur 
his enemie vice, which muſt be deſtroyed, and 


his comberſome ſeruant Paſsion, which muſtbe 


maiſtered, by ſhewing thepeneralities that con- 
taynethit, and the ſpecialities that are derived 
from it. Laſtly, by playne ſetting downe, how it 
extendcth it ſelfe out of thelimits of a mans own 
lirtle world, to _ ROI of families, and 
mai 0 ue ſocieties. 
TheHiftoriar, ma giueth leyſure to the 
Moratift, to ſay ſo much, but that he loden with 
old Mouſe-eaten records, authoriſing himſelfe 
(forthe moſt part) vpon other hiſtories, whoſe 
ous authorities, are-built vpon the notable 
ion of Heare-ſay;hauing much a-doe to 
accord differing V Vriters, and topick trueth our 


of parriality, better acquainted with athouſande 


= a go, then with the preſent age : and yet 
er knowing how this worldgoeth,thE how 
his owne wit runneth, curious for amiquitics; 
and inquiſitiue of novelties, awonder to youri 

folkes, anda tyrant in table ralke , deniethin a 
great chafe, that any manfor teaching of vertue, 


and vertaous aGtions, is co le to him. I 

am Lux vite, Temparum magiſtre , V ite memorie, 

Nuwcia veruſtatis. &c. _ 
| The 


/ 


FOR POETRIE. 


: The Phyloſopher (fayth hee) teacheth a dil- 
putatiue vertue, but I doe an ative : his vertue 
i5 excellent inthe dangerieſſe Academieof Ple- 
#, but mine ſheweth foorth her honorable face, 
in the battailes of Aarathos, Pharſalis, Poitiers, 
and Agincourt, Heeteacheth vertue by certaine 
abſtract conſiderations, but I onely bid you fol- 
low the footing of themthat haue gone before 
you. - Olde-aged experience, gocth beyond the 
fine-witted Phyloſopher, bur I give the experi- 
ence of many ages. Laſtly, if he make the Song- 
booke, I putthelearners hand tothe Lute: and 
if hee be the guide, I amthelight. | 
Then woulde hee alledge you .innumera- 
þle ctamples, confirming ſtorie by ftorie, how 
much the wiſeſt Senatours and Princes, -haue 
beene direted by the credite of hiſtory, as Brs- 
8txs, Alphonſus of Aragon, and who nor, if neede 
bee? Arlength, the -_ lyne of theyr diſpura- 
tion-maketh a poynt inthys, thatthe onegineth 
the precept, andthe other the example. 
. Nowe, whom ſhall wee finde ({iththe que- 7-15 +<c1/+5 
ſtion ftandeth for the higheſt forme in the--;/,90,777 
Schoole of learning,) robee Moderator ? Tru- #5745; , 5» 119: 
lie, as mee ſeemeth, the Poet; andif not a Mo-*" pe TO 
derator, euenthe man that ought to carrie the * 
ticle from them both, and much more from all 

other —_ Sciences. .Therefore compare we 


4be Poet with the Hiftorian, and with the Mor- 
- ralt Phyloſopher; and, if hee goebeyond them 
= D 2 both, 


"By 


"morg 
| H;; to 
| 


Yomperioen of 
«rr Tort ba 


<" 
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_ both,no other humaine ikiltean marcihich For 


as for the Dmine, with all reverence it is cuer £6 
be excepted, not only for hauing his ſcope as far 
beyonde any of theſe, as eternitie exceedeth a 
momern, bur eueti for paſzing each of .theſe in 
themfklnes.” i ht oe; 8 

And for the -Lawyer , though' 7s bee the 
Daughter of Tuſtice, and Tuſtice the chiefe of 
Vertues, yer becauſe heeſecketh to make meri 
good, rather Formidline pans, then V irtutis amore, 
orto ſay righter, dooth not indeuour to make 
men good, but that their evill hurt 'ngt: others: 
hauing no care ſo hee be a good Cittizen, how 
bad a man he be. Therefore, as our wickedneſſe 
maketh him neceſsaric, & neceſsrtic maketh him 
bonorabte, ſo is heenorinthe deepeſt rrueth to 


Rande in rancke with theſe; who-all indeuour 


to take tines away , and plant goodnefſe 
euen inthe ſecreteſtcabmet of: our foules. And 
theſe foure are all, that any way dealein that c6: 
ſideration of mens manners , which beeing. the 
ſupremeknowledge, they that beſt breed it, de- 
ſerue the beſt commendation. + 3 

The Philoſopher therfore and the Hiſtorian, 
arethey which wonld winthe gole: the oneby 
precept, the other by example. Bur both not ha- 
uing beth, doe-both halte. For the Philoſopher, 
fetring downe with thorny argument the bare 
rule, is ſo hard of vtterance,and fo miſtic to bee 
conceived, thit one that hath noother guide but 


him, 


FOR "POEFR IE}. 


bin, frdll.wadrimkim ril hoebeoige, brftve tro 
ſhalt inde fafficiens cauſors-beboniitr/{or ts 
_ e ſtandeth fo zpuir'the abflratt.and 
eralithat happie had main who may.vnder- 
de-him;- and moxe ha ic,' tharcan ppiye 
whar hengourh O*; IG "Ye 
ns Goth erabiotliievian-wadcing the 
procept, isifo ryed;neotowwhat ſnoulde bee, but 
to-whar.is; to theparticuler truth of things, and 


not tothe :generglt reaſon of 'things'2r at hys 


exmpledrmwnlwanccſrconleqeence;and | 


aleffe fluircteſſddoQuiie.  : 
'Nowe doorh' the pcercloſto: Poct:performe 
beth. 7: for. wharfocacr the Philoſopher ſaysh 


ſhouldebe: doaone; .heegiuethapertect p_ 
of:itin ſomeone; by: :hoe' 


x was doone. 'So 25 hire-<puplothiithe; ener 


notion with the particuler ample. Aperfet 
pictureT lay, for: hee yoeldeth 210the powergvf 
theminde, an: that whereot:the Phi- 
loſopher beſtoweth but a woondiſh deſcripti- 

on : vvhich dooth neyrher ftrike; pierce, nor 


poſleſſethe ſight of the foule,f0 much as that ww” 


ther dooth. hot, Bs 
For asin ourward thirigs; 10-4 mars that had 
— anElephant _ gegen. , who 
uld rel! himmoſtexquititely all r \h 
_— bigneſſe, and enidenils markes : _ 
_ Pattace,the Archmectute, with decla- 
{beautics; A —— the hea- 


rer 


AN ' APOLOGIE. 

cet abſe16 retfjiene! axit Werebirraode, all hee had 
heard; yet fhnordd ntucr fatiſhe his inward can+ 
ccits, with being witnes © it ſelfe of atrue lively 
knowledge : but the ſame man, as ſooneas hee 
ſce thoſe heaffs well painted, or thehouſe 
wel in moddel, ſh es prow with- 
ot netthofrany diftripridn, tan widiciall cSpre- 
ing of them, {d no deubt the Philoſopher 
with his learned definition, bee it of vertue, vi- 
— policie, wn goucrns 
menereplenitherþthememory: y in» 
_— ure men areas pon vo 
ing, lyedarke beforethe maaginatiite and iudg- 
og powre, Telich brkerininiontos roms} 
foorth by thefpeaking pithirect Pocike.” © | 
ci; Talbendkegh mich paynesand many tirnesnor 
without poetitall heipet, eo make vs knowerhe 
foxce love ob qur Countrey. hath'in vs . Let vs 
—— inthe middeſt of 
d6yes flames, or ae rr ay we 
Calyfo's delights, bewaylehis abſence bar- 
raine and beggerly ſthacs.. Angerthe Stoicks fay, 
was 2 ſhore maddeſfe, let but Sephocles bring you 
Aiax on a ſrage, killing and whipping Sheepe & 
Queen, chinkmgthem the Army of Greeks, with 
theyr Chieferaines Ag amempor ang cMenclans, 
andtellmee if you hauc not a more familiar in- 


light into'wnger then finding in theSchoolemen 
has Over: - Seewhether wiſdome 
and tanperanco inviijerand Diemedes, valure in 


Achilles, 


FOR '\BOBF.RIF) 
Achilles friendhipinNiſev,and Swear, even 


ro an ipnoraunt man, carry nor'an appareftihy- 
ning and —— the _— of conſcience 
in 0cdipas, the ſoonerepentingprideimdgamem: 
non, the ſcife-devouriap cn his Father 4+ 
tress, the violence of ambition inthe two The- 
ban brothers, the ſowre-ſweeines of revenge in 
Meds, and tofall lower,theTerentizanGnets, and 
aur Chawcers Pandar,. fo cxprefſi, thar we nowe 
vſe their names to fignitat their trades, And finat- 
ly, all verrues, vices, and paſsions, ſom their own 
naturall ſcates layd tothe viewe, that woe ſeeme 
not to heareofthem, but cleerely-roſceethrough 
them. But eyeninthe moſt excclientdetermin® 
tion of goodnes, what Philotophers counfcttcan 
ſoredily dire aPrince, as the fayned Cyres in 
Xenophon? ora vertuous man m all fortunes, as 
Aeneas in Virgil? ora whole Comon-wealth,as 
the way of Sir Themare Moores Extapia? | ſay the 
wiy, becaufe where Sir Thomas Mvbre erred, it 
wasthe fault ofthe man and not of thePoetr, for 
that way of patterning a Common-wealth was 
moſt abfolute, though hee perchauncehath nor 
ſo abſolnely JA it : forthe queſtion 1s, 
whetherthe fayned image of Poolie, or the te- 
ular mſtruttion ofPhitofophy, hath the more 
rcein teaching: wherein if the Philoſophers 
hauemore rightly: ſhewedi themſeues Philoſo- 
phers, thenthePoetshavcobramed rotheHigh 
top of their profeſſion; as meruth; i _ 
; Meaio- 


AN . ABOARO QI 


144 V Arvnnb AI Oba dſepretis, \ 
Nw Dy; OTE 
'Þ bis dtagsins; notthe fault ofthe Art, bur 
Fr Tn that Arte can bee accompli- 
T2; 1. e919: 

\ Certainly, cuen our "Ganjour Chriſt could as 
welthavegiueny the morrall common. places of 
vnc 21d humblcnes, as the divine 
nacrationof Nigerand LaJarns : or of diſobedi- 
ence indmercyasthat heavenly diſcaurſeof the 
loſt Child andthe gratious Father; burthar hys 
ſearching, wiſdom,: knewethe eſtate of 
Draes burning in het, and: of Lezaras being in A- 
brakhemss boſome; would: more conſtantly (as it 
_ inhabirbathohs meniory and mdgment. 

'Truly, formy ſelte; mee ſeemes I ſee betore my 
eyes theloſt Chibdes diſdainefull prodigality,ruc- 
ned toenuieaSwinesdinner: which by thelear- 
ned Diuines, are thought noc hiſtorical aQs,bue 
io&uQtingPatablesy Foi concluſion; -E-ſay the 


Philoſopher teacheth, but heteacheth obſcure- 


ly, fozsthelearnedonel can vaderſtande him : 
thatis to ſay, he teacheth them that are already 
; bur the Poctis the foode. for the tende- 
reſt ftomacks, thePvetiviadeed theright Popu 
lar os me whereof Aſops tales gitic —_ 
proofe: whoſe pretty Allegories, iealmg vnder 
the foimall tales : cheater, make many, more 
beaſtly then Beaſts, 7. 5069 the- ſound of 
vertue —_ theſe dumbe ſpeakets, - :i-: g | 
ut 


FOR POETRIE. 


* Butnow mayitbe alledged, that if this ima» 
ining of matters beo fittetor the imagination,  . _, 
en-muſt the Hiſtorian needs ſurpaile, who 7 Uh Hite 
bringeth you images of true marters, ſuch as in- / ,-”- Ons 
—_ doone, andnot ſuch as fantaſtically g' Aoghs. 1 
or falſely may be ſuggeſted ro haue been doone, *_/ 
Trucly Ariſtotle himſelfe in his diſcourſe of Poc- 
ſie, plainely determineth this queſtion, ſaying, 
that Poetry is Philoſophoteron, and Spondaioteron, 
that:is to ſay,:ir is more Philoſophicall, and more 
ſtudiouſly ſerious, the hiſtory. Hisreaſon is, be- 
cauſe Poeſie dealeth with K atholos, thatis to ſay, 
with the vniuerſall conſideration; andthehuſto- 
ry with Kathekaftor; the perticuler ; nowe fayth 
he, thevniuerſall wayes what is fit to bee ſayd or 
done, eyther in likekhood or neceſsity ,. (which _ 
the Pocſie c6(idercth' in his impoſed names,) & { Rl 
theperticuler , onely marke, whether Akibis- 
Res did, or ſuffered, this orthas, Thus farre 47i- 
fotle : which reafon of his, (asall.his) is moſt full 
of reaſon. Forindeed, ifthe queſtion were whe- 
ther it were betterto haue a perticular ace truly 
or falſly ſet down: there is no doubt which is to 
be choſen, no morethE whether you had rather 
haue Yeſpaſcans piAtureright as hee was, oratthe 
Painters pleaſure nothing reſembling. But ifthe 
ueſtion be for your owne vfe & learning, whe- 
ther it be better to haueit ſet downeas it ſhould 
be, or as it was: then certainely is more doCtyi- 
nable the fained Cirus in Xenophon then thetrue 
E. Cyrus 


eng 


a: non Tacos _- —_ __ 
: 


AN -A4POLOGTE: 

| Oyrus iti 7wfinet and the RayHedAentar fn ig i, 
OE I hanthae hr Anita th Dies Phiigine, © i: 
WR ERC :  AStoa Ladythir delire@to faſhion hevcoun 
I CIR ' renanceto thebet grace, # Painter ſhottld more 


|'-." 5 ; benefiteher t to porrraite #thoſt fwert fate, 
CHOY” tg Canidia vpowvir,then to payrit RET 


was; who Hirae fweareth, was foule and il fa. 


goured; + 4. 

Tf thePocrdochisparr- alght, he' willhey 
youn'Tintdlus, ' Htholle; and fuch"likE; nothin; 
that is Hottobethilhncl; In In Cyr ene; yl 
ſer;eachhing wapyewed; whetethe Fliſto- 


withotit heews ical) of 
68 +- but! ng dey 6? Sripin 
innſellc; tew dooin robelike, Joins 
to berfiiſliked: /Atitfthien how willyou difecrne 
whatto followe bur byyour owne diſcretion, 
5 Which yow Had withiour:readirig/\Duiame iv Op. 
>bhiect.. He? Afidiwhercava nahi may faq} theughin'v. 


nitlerfall conflidariti6n Of dene thePottpre. 


vaiterh ;;yet thir the hiſtorie, -in his ſaying ſuch 
at ing was done; doth watrarit a man morein 
: that hieeſhall folldid 44.1 oitts 

Sel. "I heaiſiverd iFctkaiſeR; tt" Whee Nande 
vpontharwwas; is iheeThouldargue, becauſe it 

rayned yeſterday, therefore it ſhoulde rayne'to 

day, then inideedeit hath ſome aduinrage to a 

Tow 6: bit Fee vow an exaniple or 

Ki 4conieQutedlikelihidod, Rſogoe 


by 


rien; botind totell things/as things &5'were, canriot 


rity and trudly fo mychthe bener, as you ſhall 
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y reaſon, the Pocr dpoth ſo. farre.excerde himg 
han i520 frame his —— which is 
moſt reaſonable ; be it.inwaxlike,politick, or pri- 
ute. matters z.where the Hiſtorian. in bis bare 
7r «,, hath many zimesthatwhich wee call for- 
rune, to, ouex-rule the; beſt -wiledome, Manie 
times, he muſteel cucnts, whereof hecan yeelde 
no cauſe: or if hee doe, it muſt be poeticall ; for 
that a fayned, example , hath aſmuch force to 
teach,as «TUG Example: (For as for to. mooue, it 
iscleere, (ith the fayned may bee tuned-to'the 


higheſt key of paſsion,) let ys take one example, 
W 


ercin a Poet and a Hiſtorian doe concur. 
. Herodotus and Iuſtine do both teſtifie, that Zo- 


pirus, King Dorizs taithfull ſeruaunt , ſeeing, his 


Maiſter long reliſted by, the rebelligus Babs/ows 
ans, fayncd himſelfe in extreame diſgrace of his 
King : for verifying of which, he cauſed his own 
noſcandearesto becuteff; and fo flying to the 
Babylonians, was received: and for his knowne 
valour, ſo farcredited, that hee did fingemeanes 
to deliuer them oyer to Darins. Much'like mat- 
ter doth Livjerecord of Tarquinius and his ſonne, 
Tenophon excellently faincth ſuch another ſtrata- 
geme, performed by Abradates in Cyrus -behalfe. 
Now would I fayne know, if accalion bee pre- 
ſented vmto you, to ſerue your Prince by ſuch an 
honeſt diſsimulation, why you doe not as well 
learne it of Xenopbons fiction, as of the others ve= 


ſaue 
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| faue yournoſe by the bargaine: for-4bradates did 
pr. enbon ie ogg then the beſt of the 
Hiſtorian, is fubieQ tothe Poet; for whatrſocuer | 


aQion, orfation, whatſocuercounſell, pollicy, 
- of warre ftratagem, the Hiſtorian is bound tore- 


cite, that may the Poe: (if he lift) with his imita- 
rote Tr wg perro 

t more de , Wit 
him: hauj hs wo h 
hell, vndertheauthoritie of his penne. VVhich 
if = beasked whar me gens rp ſo,as Ln__ 

well name ſome, yet ſay I, ay apaine, 
ID ng "4+ | ny 
-1,.. Nowe,tothat which commonly is attribured —& | 
totheprayſe of hiſtories, in reſpe&t of the nota- 
blelcarning is gotten by marking the ſucceſle, as 
though therein a man ſhould ſee verrue exalted, 
api P Kr Sword an Tiny 
to Poetrie, at Fliſtory. 
For indeede Poctrie cuer ſerteth vertue ſo out in 
her beſt eullours, making Forrune her wel-way- 
ing hand-mayd, that one muſtneeds be enamo- 
of her. VVell may you ſeep liſſes in a ſtorme, 
! andinother hardplights; bur they are bur exer- 
— ciſcsof patience & magnanimiitie, to makethem 
ſhinethe morein the neere-following proſperi- 
tie. Andofthecomtrarieparr, if cuillmen come 
ro the ſtage, they cuergocout (asthe _— 
VVriteranſwered,to one that miſliked the ſhew 
of ſuch perſons) ſo manacled, as they lirtle go” 


LINNMI 


FOR POETRIE. 


mare folkes to followe them. But the Hiſtorian, 
beeing captiued tothe trueth of a fooliſh world, 
is many times aterror fro well dooing,and an in- 
couragement to vnbrideled wickednes. 

For, ſee wee not valiant eMilciades rot in his 
fetters? The juſt Phocion, and rhe accompliſhed 
Socrates, put todeath like T raytors? Thecruell 
Senerus live proſperouſly? The excellent Severus 
miſerably murthered ? Sys and cAarins dying 
intheyr beddes? Pompey and Cicero (laine then, 
when they would haue thought exile a happi- 
neſſe ? 

See wee not vertuous Cate driven to kyll 
himſelfe? and rebell Ceſar ſo aduaunced, that his 
nameyert after 1600. yeeres,lafteth in the higheſt 
honor? And marke but euen Ceſars own words 


of the fore-named Sylls, (whoin that onely did 


honeſtly, roput downe his diſhoneſt tyrannie,) 
Literas Lie 1h yak if want of learning cauſed him 
to doe well. Hee meant itnot by Poetric, which 
not content with earthly plagues, deuiſeth new 
RIG in hel for Tyrants: nor yet by Phi- 
oſophie, which teacherh 0ccidewdes eſſe , but no 
doubr by kill in Hiſtoric : for that indeede can 
zfoord you Cipſelus, Periander, Phalaris, Dionife- 
xs, and I know not how many more of the ſame 
kennell, that - gs well enough intheyr abho- 
minable vniuſtice or vſurpation. 1 conclude 
therefore, that heeexcelleth Hiſtorie, not onely 
in furniſhing the minde with knowledge, butin 

E 3 ſetting 


—— — 
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ſctting it forward; tothat which deſeructh to be 
daccountedgood + which ſetting for- 
ward, and moouing to well dooing, indeed fer- 
teth the Lawrell. crowne.vpon the Poer as vics 
tofious, not onely of ric Hiſtorian, but ouer the 
A _ howſocuer in teaching it may bee 
For fuppoſcit be granted, (that which I fu 
=x with great enforng 7 be denied,) thar the 
hiloſopher inreſpeQot his methodical procee- 
ing,doth teach more perfeAtly then the Poet : 
« do[ thinke, that no man is ſomuch Philophi- 
Lek, as to comparethe Philoſopher in moo- 
uing, with the Poet. EO - 
.-:: And 'that moouing js .of a;higher degree 
thenteaching, it maybythis appeare : thart is 
wal nighthecauſcand the effect ofteaching;For 
who will betaught, if hee beenot mooued with 
delireto be taught ? and what ſo much good 
doth that reaching bring forth, (I (peak ſtil} of 
morralldocrine): as that itmooucth one to. doe 
that which irdoothteach? for is Ariſtotle ſayth 
it isnotGzoſs, but Praxis muſt bethe fruit, And 8 
howe Praxis cannot be., without being mooued 
ropractile, itis fa. hard matter to conlidet.. 
; ThePhilofopher ſheweth you the way, hee 
informeth you of the particularitics, as well of 
the tediouſnes ofthe way, as ofthe pleaſant lod- 
ging youſhalthaue when your journey is ended, 
as of the many by-turnings that 'may —_— 
rom 
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ftom your way.- Bur rhis is ro no man bur to 
himthat wilt read him, and read him with atten- 
tive ftudious painfulnes.. ,V Vhich- conſtant de- 
ſire, whoſoeuer hath m him, hath already paſt 
halferhe hardnes of the way,and therefodcis bes 
hofding 40 rhe Philoſopher 'but for: the-other 
halfe', Nay truely, learned men haue- learnedly 
thonghr; that where once reaſon. hartrſo much 
ouer-maſtred paſsion, as: thar-the-minde hath a 
afrecdeſireto doc well; the iwward light cach 
minde hath 'irs ir: ſelfe, is as-good as a Philoſo- 
phers booke; fecing.innature we know itis wel, 


t6doewell, and what is well; and whar. is euill, - 


— not inthowordsof Arte, which Phi- 
tofphers beſtowe vpon vs Ji For our. of -naturall 


©oneeit;the Philoſophers dew it; but tobe mo- 


ved todoethatwhichwee know, orto be mov- 
ved with defire to knowe, Hoc opaw-: Hic- labor 


efcr 5 i: 75. POSH: £5 $14 In, 
\”./Nowethercin of all Sciences, (I ſpeak ſtill of 
humiane, &accordingto the humiane conecits) 
is our Poetthe Monarch,” For he dooth riot on- 
ly ſhow the way, bur giueth ſo ſweeteaproſpeR 
inro:the way, as will inticeany mantoemerinto 
It. : Nay, hedooth as if your 1ourney ſhould ye 
through a fayre Vineyard, atthefirſt giue you a 
cluſter of Grapes: that full of that tafte, yon may 
long to paſle further. He beginneth not with ob-+ 


ſcuredefinirions; which muſt blur the margear. 
with interpretations,:and load the memory with | 


doubr- 


a 


— OS — ” 
I 
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doubtfulneſſe : but hee commeth to you with 
words ſetin delightfull proportion, cither ac- 
companied with, or prepared for the well in- 
chaunting skill of Mulicke; and with a tale for- 
ſooth he commeth vnto you: with a tale which 
holdeth children from play, and old men from 
the chimney corner . And pretending no more, 
doth intendethe winning of the mind from wic- 
kedneſleto vertue: cuen as the childe is often 


- broughtto rake moſt wholſom things, by hidin 


themin ſuch other as haue a pleaſant traſt : whic 

if one ſhould beginne to tell them, the nature of 
Aloes, or Faber they ſhoulde receiue , woulde 
ſooner take their Phiſicke at their cares, then ar 
their mouth. So is it inmen, (moſt of which are 
childiſhin the beſt things, till they beecradled in 
their graues,) glad they will be to hearetherales 


'of Hercales, Achilles, Cyrus, and Aeneas : and hea- 


ring them, muſt needs heare the right deſcripti 


on of wiſdom, valure,and iuſtice; which, if they. 


had been barely, that is to ſay, Philoſophically ſer 
out, they would ſweare they bee brought to 

ſchoole againe. - EINE 
Thar imitation wherof Poetry is, hath the 
moſtconueniency to Nature of all other, in (o- 
much, that as Arfotle ſayth, thoſe things which 
inthemſelues are horrible, as cruell battailes, vn- 
naturall Monſters, ate made in poericall imitation 
delightfull. Truely, I have knowen men, that 
even with reading Amadis deGaule, (which God 
| knoweth 
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knoweth wanteth much of a perfeA Poekhie,) 

haue found their harts mooued tothe exerciſe of 

courrelie, liberalitic, and eſpecially courage. 
VVhoreadeth Aeneas carrying olde Auchiſes 


on his back, that wiſheth not it were his fortune 


to perfourme ſo excellent an ate ? VVhom doe 
not the words of Tarnws mooue? (the tale of Twr- 
»ws, hauing planted his image in the imaginati- 
on, 

; Fagientem hec terra videbit, 

v ſque adeone mori miſerum et ? 
VVherethe Philoſophers, as they ſcorneto de- 
light, ſo muſt they bee content little ro mooue: 
ſauing wrangling , whether Vertue bee the 
chiefe, orthe onely good: vvhether the con- 
templariue,or the aQtiue life doe excell : vyhich . 
Plato and Boetiwe well knew, and therefore made 
Miſtres Philoſophy, very often borrow the maſ- 
king rayment of Poeſie. For euen thoſe harde 
harted euill men, who thinke vertue a ſchoole 
name, and knowe no other good, but indulgere 
genis, and therefore deſpiſe the auſtere admo- 
nitions of the Philoſopher, and feele not the in- 
ward reaſonthey ſtand vpon; yet will be content 
to bedelighted: which is al, the good felow Po- 
et ſeemeth to promiſe : and fo fteale to ſee the 
forme of goodnes (which ſcenethey cannot bur 
loue,) erethemſclues be aware, as ifthey tooke 
amedicineof Cherries. Infinite proofes of the 
ſtrange effetts of thispoeticall inuention might 

F. ce 
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bealledged, onely rwo ſhall ferue, which are 
ſo oftenremembred, as thinke all men knowe 
Ciwoucef Meneniss Agrippe,who when the 

KS, ours Rome had reſolutely deuided 
themſcues from the Senate, with ſhew 
of vterruine: though hee were (tor that time) 
G_— Oratour , came Ig among them, 
jue es, or cunning in- 

"Hs A _—— , with farre fer _— 


mes of Phyloſophic, Which ( eſpecial if th 
| = muſt haue « m7 pore, 


E 0:0 well haue c6ceiued- bur 
forfooth he himſelfe, like a homely,and 
familiar Poer. Hee telleththem atale, rhatthere 


wasatime, when altrhepartsof the body made 
zmurinous conſpiracic againſt the belly, which 
ay 2 deuoured the fruits of each others 
they c6cluded they would ler ſo vnpro- 
Fable ſpencer ſtatue. : Inthe.end;20' beſtort, 
(for the tales rey men 0 I chat it 
wasatale,) with puniſhing the belly, r 'a- 
edrhemſclues. This agtied by him Kan 4 
fach efe& inthepeople,as I neuerread,thateuer 
words brought forth: but then,ſo fudGaine & ſo 
goodanaltcration: forvpon reaſonable conditi- 
ons,aperfeAreconcilement enſued. Theother is 
of Nathawthe Propher,who whethe holie David 
had ſo far forſaken God, as to confirme adulterie 
with nurther: when hce was to 2 
r 
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reſt office of afriende, in laying his owne ſhame 


before his eyes, ſent by Godto call againe ſo cho- 
ſenaſeruam: how doth he it? but by telling of 
aman, whoſebeloued Lambe was vngratctullic 
taken from his boſome: the applycation moſtdi- 
uinely true, but the diſcourſe it (elfe, fayned : 


which made Daxid, (I ſpeake of the ſecondand 


inſtrumental cauſe,) as ina glaſſe, to ſee his own 
—_ asthat heauenly Pſalme of mercie wel 
rt etn, 


By theſe therefore examples and reaſons, I -/ 
think it may be manifeſt, that che Poet with that - *' 


ſame hand of delight, doth draw the mind more 
efteQuually, then any other Arte dooth,, and ſoa 


concluſion not vnfitlie enſuerh: that as vertue is 


the moſt excellent reſting place for all worldlic 
learning to make his end of : ſo Poetrie, beeing 
the moſt familiar to teachit, '31d tmoſ} princelic 
to mquetowards it, inthemoſt excellent-wark, 
is the moſt excellent workmatz. But I am <ocent, 
not onely to deſcipher him byſhis workes, (al- 
though works in commendation or diſprayle, 
muſteuer holde an high authority, )-but more 
narrowly will examine his parts : ſo that, (as ina 
man) though altogether may'carry'a preſcnce 
ful vf maieſtie & beautie, bans in ſome one 
defeious peece, we may finda blemith: nowin 
hisparts, kindes, or Species, (as you liſtto rerme 
theJi is robe noted;that ſome Pouches haue cou- 
pled rogether tiyo orithree þindes,, as Tragicall 
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and CY is riſen, the Tragi-co- 
Ke 


micall, Some in the like manner haue mingled 
Proſe and Verſe, as Sanu4tzzer and Beetiue. Some 
haue mingled marters Heroicall & Paſtorall. Bur 
that commeth allto one in this queſtion, for if 
ſcucredthey be good, the coniunQion cannot 
be hurtfull . Therefore perchaunce forgetting 
ſome, & leauing ſome asnecdleſſeto be remem- 
bred, itſhallnotbe amiſſe in a worde to cite the 
ſpeciall kindes, to ſee what faults may be found 
intheright vſe of them. | 
Is it then the Paſtorall Poem which is miſli- 
ked? (for perchance, where the hedge is low- 
| eſt, they will ſooneſt leape ouer.) Is the poore 
pype diſdained, which ſometime out of Melbews 
mouth, can ſhewe the miſeric of people, vnder 
hard Lords,or rauening Souldiours ? And again, 
by Titirws, what bleſſednes is derived to them 
that lye loweſt from the goodnefſſe of them thar 
ſit higheſt ? Sometimes, vnder the prettie tales 
of VVolues and Sheepe, can include the whole 
conſiderations of wrong dooing and patience, 
Sometimes ſhew, that contention for trifles, can 
get bur atrifling: vitorie . VVhere perchaunce 
a man may ſee, that even Alexander and Darins, 
when they ſtraue who ſhould be Cocke of thys 
worlds dunghill, the benefit they got, was, that 
the after-livers may ſay, 
H ac memini & vitlum fruſtra contendere Thirſin: 
Ex ill Coridon, Coriden eff tempore nobs. 


Or 
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Or is it the lamenting Elegiack, which ina 
kinde hart would mooue rather pitry thE blame, 
who bewailes with thegreat Philoſopher Here- 
cltw, the weakenes of man-kind,and the wret- 
chednes of the world : who ſurely is to bepray- 
ſed, cither for compaſsionate accompanying iuſt 
cauſes of lamentation, or for rightly paynting 
out ho\ weake be the paſsions of wofulneſſe. Is 
itthebitter, but wholſome Iambick,which rubs 
the galled minde, in making ſhame-the trumpet 
of villanic, with bolde & open crying out againſt 
naughtines ? OrtheSatirick, who | 

Omne Tafer vitinm, ridenti tangit amico. - 
VVho ſportingly neuer leaueth, vntil hee make 
a man laugh artolly, and atlengrh aſhamed, to 


laugh at himſelfe : which hecannor auoyd,with- 


out avoyding thefollie. VVho while 
Circum pracorilia ludit, 
_ vs to feele; howe many headachesapaſ- 
onarelife bringeth vsro. How wheallisdone, 
Eft vlubris animme ſi nos non deficit equms. .. 
No, perchanceit is the Comick, whom naugh- 
tie Play-makers-and Stage-keepers,, haue juſtly 
madeodious. To theargumem ofabulſe, ] will 
anſwerafter. Onely thus muchynow is to be ſaid, 
that the Comedy isan imitation of the common 
errors of our life, which he repreſemeth, inthe 
moſt ridiculous & ſcornefull fort that may be.'So 
35 it is impoſsible, that any beholder can be con- 
tent to be ſucha one. 
F2 Now, 


— — —_— 


es. 
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"Now, es ini ,the oblique muſt bee 


knownddrwelgatttert : and in Arthmetick, 
the oddeafwell as theeuen, ſo in the ations of 


_ eurlife, wy 60 rr fithines of edil,wan-= 


_ ang ow conerr the beauty of ver- 


y handle ſo in our pri- 


| —_— A 7" wr marters,as with hearing it, we 


ym were an experience, whatis to be looked | 
ofa nipardly Demes : of acrafty Dans + of a 
Guats: of a vaine: glorious Thraſo: and 
not onely to know what efteQts are to be ex 
ted, but to know who be ſuch; by the bgnifing 
badgegjuer them by the Comedian .. And little 
non nes 
b oue : lith as ore, there 
jond man living, but by the force: wructh hath in 
nature,no ſooner ſecth theſe me play their parts, 
but wiſheth thEin\P3ſfriag': ale chance 
of:his one faules, lye ſo debindt hys 
;rliat heſfecth riot we rh dauncethe fame 
meaſure: whereto; yer:nothing can.more open 
hizeyes, thento finde his own aQions cont 
tibly ſer forcþ-a' \Sothar the ci DI 
wilt rr domes war yur ow amed;and mic 
excellent T 
_— 


eſt pear and (t no eral 
ace cotiered: with Tiſſae: hat 
mike oagetfent tobe Tyrants,, and Fyrants 


manifeft tbeirtitenpicall bumors : car with ſture. 
ring theaffeQs of admiration and comnmileratt- 


on, 
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on, teacheth, the vncernainety of this world; nd 


howe weake foundations guilden roofs 


eo duties” Thar maketh vs' knowe, 


us [ceptra [anus anro im 

a9 we REES 
But how much it can mooue, Pl#terch yeedeth 
anotable teſtimonie, of the abhominable 'Ty- 


regis, 


rant, Alexander Pher exe ; fro whoſeeyes, aTra- 


edy wel made, and repreſented, drewe aboun- 
þ 86. of teares: who withour all pitty,had mur- 
thered infinite nombers, and-fome of his owne 
blood. So as he; that was nbt aſhamed to make 
marters for Tragedies, yet coulde not refiſtthe 
ſweet violence of a Tragedie, | 


_ -- Andifirwroughrno further good in him, it 


was, that he in deipight of hiniſelfe; withdrewe 
himſeife from harkening to that, which might 
mollifie-his hardened hart. Burt isnot the Tra- 
gedy they doemiſlike: For it were too abſurd 
to.caſtout ſo excellenta repreſentation-af what- 
ſocueris moſt worthy to belcarhed < Ixirthe Li- 
ricke that moſt diſpleaſah,, who withhis tuned 
Lyre, and wel accorded voyce, giueth praiſe,the 
reward of vertue, to vertuous atts'? who giues 
morrall preceprs, and naturall Problemes, who 
ſometimes rayſeth vp his voice to the-height of 
the heauens, in ſinging the laudes of the immor- 


' tall God. Certainly I muſt confeſſemy own bar- 


barouſnes, I never heard the vide: ſongrof Percy 
and Dugles, thay) found not my hearvmooued 
| | more 
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tnore ther with a Trutopet :' and 
bitthy foods blindeiCrooder, or nan. 


voyce, thenrudeftile: which being fo cuillap» | 


parrelledintheduſtand cobwebbes of that vnci- 
vill > tryroriny co worke trymmed- in the 
of Pinder } In Hangery 


mort => 
edn adgoennry 


offertteomenuece it myy be mtr, 

ſo indeede, the chiefefaul wasinthe tyme and 

(ohigh ca th Pldkpof Macedn reckoned 
a at Mac 

ahorſe-race wonme x ,among hys three 


Ffearefull felicities, Bur as the vnimitable Pinder 
Ins 
nes, toimbrace honorable 

- Therereſts the Heroicall, * ewy nam 


ww 
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\_ (Iabinke)-ſhould dauntall-bark-bicers for by 
wharconceitcdna. tonguebe directed toiſpeake 
cuill of that, which: draweth with it,'no le(le 
Champions then Achilles ,Oyrui, fenzur; Tarnum; * 
Tideat ; and Rigaldo? whudothnor onety-tcarh 
and moyetd atruthi bus. reachertvanc moouerh | 
rothe moſt high and excellent truth; VVho-ma- 
keth magnammity A TOE 99980 
allmifty tcarckuines and foggydelices.” VVho;if 
the ſaying of Plats and Twllie bee true, that:who 

could (ce V.erme,” Would 'be'wonderfully raui- 
thed with.the loueof her -beaury : this man ſets 
ber out.co.make her morelonely-in her holyday 


_ 


—_—— thi + ni dar rhe 
aine, ntill a 9 rt itanyrhing 
be alreidyfiydmrhe defence offweete Poerty, | 
allconcurreth corhe maimaining'the Heroieall; 
__whichis nerantlya kinde, beand:moft 
accompliſhed kindeof Poetry. .Nor ug'theimppe 
ofeachaQionityrrech and inftrufterhthie tamd, : 
ſs theloftie image offuch V Vorthies, moſt in- 
fameh-the mind with defirerobe worthy; and 
informes with counſet how tobe: worthy. Only 
ler fee beworne inthe tablet-of your meme- 
ry,howhegouernethhimſclfemuticrnine of his 
Gountry, inthe preſeruing his old Father,&car- 
rying away his religious ceremoniet: 6 cough 
rhe 


Cidscommandement to leaue Dias; though 
ronely allpaſconate kindenes,/bur encii 1 
bumanc conlideration of vetmous grateſtiines, 

| G. would 


Cr 
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would have craued other of him. How in ſtorms, 
howcin ſports, howe in warre, howe in peace, 
hows how virus, how beſodged, 
ers, howeto al- 
Pts 9. zowne: laſtly, 

how in his inveird felfe,and bow in his ourward 
fliced wah apeeiadicnin in a minde not pre- 


mdiced with a humor, hee will be 
found in excellencie : yea, cuen as Ho- 
—_— 
Meline Chrifpps et Crantere. 
Bur truely I dar, eaten with theſe 
Poet-wh , as with ſome good women, 


who often are ficke, bur in fayth cannotrel 


- Sothe name of Poctnie is. odrous tothe, 
ut either his cauſe,nor feds, neither the ſum 
that containes him, nor the deſ- 
TIE anyf: bandie _ 


; ug ot is of all hanaeie 
hrwe aumcient,& of moſt fatherly antiquitie, 
as fr6 whence other leanings haue taken theyr 


OI: ſithitisſo vinucrſall, thatnolear- 
Nation dooth d it, nor no barbarons 


Nation is without it : ſith both Roman & Greek 
gauediuine names vnto it: the orie of prophe- 
ing, the other of —_— — that OG 
EG is fit 
that where as des CIR 
mtheir ſubieQ ,andrecciueasit were, their bee- 


Ge re Rl En —  — _ — 
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inpfromit; the Pocrancly, bringeth his owne 
fuffe, and doorth notiearnea conceite out of 2 
matter, but makerh jvarter for: a conceite : Sith 
ncither his deſcription, norhis ende, contayneth 
any euill,the thing deſcribed cannot beeuil : Sith 
-his effects be fo good as to teach goodnes and to 
delightthe learners: Siththerin, (namely in mor- - 
call ne, the chicfe of all knowledges,) hee 
dooth pot onely farre pafſe the Hiſtorian, bur for 
inſtryRing; is wellnighcomparadle to the Phi- 
lolopher; &for mouing,leaues himbehind him: 
Sith the holy feripture 4wheenintbere is no vn-+ 
cleannes) bath whole parts.in it poeticall . And | 
 thatcuenour Saujour Chriſt, vouchſafed to vie 
the flowers of it : Sith all his:kinales ace not 00+ 
liein thejrvaited formes butintheir ſeurred diſ- 

eg pe ar rn gms CD 
Thinke rightly,) the .CTOWNe appoinu 
- Ho __ agar 
hecaufſe weehaueenres aſwell as rongues ,; and 
that the lighteſt reaſons that may be, will ſeeme 
ro (SBA BIA I inthe coun- 
$e-baljance: let vsheare, and afwell as wee can 
ponder, what obieQtivns may bee made againſt 
Shis Arte, which maybe worthy, eyther of yeel- 
g, or anſwering, + .. 
, Firſtrruely I note, not onely intheſe Aryſe- 
mouſe; Pocr-haters, bur in all that kinde of peo- 
ple, who ſeck a prayſe by i" 
G2 they 


na. may ſtay hoy Arg: = 
Fayre hou-Henmaie re ſubjeQ/7.1 75 
<3 Thoſe kindeobobicttivas; xx they arefull of 
very idle cafines, frehchefe is nothing of (6 ſacred 
aniziefic, burtha an itching tongue may rubbe 
it ſelfevponir::fddeferueghey no ther anſwer, 
butinftced of tzheieſs tanph 
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fa hane our graue Fore-fathers: euer termed 


- thathumorous kindeof iefters : but that which 


yucthgreateſt ſcope totheir ſcorning humors, 
p —— and tg: Iris already de, (and 
ax | think, trulie ſayde,) itisnotryming and ver- 
a makerh Pociic.! : One may bee'a Poet 
withour verſing,and4 verlifyer without Poetry. 
Bur yer, preſuppole it: were inſeparable ( as-in- 
decde it: .ſeemeth. Scaliger:iudgeth ,:).truclic it 


were aninſeparable comendation-> Far 0raits, 


nextto Ritia, $ 'nexe to: Reaforiy bee the 
greateſt gyft beſtowed vyon morralitic>rhat can 
nocbe pranſelefſe, which dooth moſtpolliſh that 
bleſsing of [peech, which conſiders cach weed, 
notoaly (aramiin mayfay) by his forable qua 
ktie;burt byhrisbeſd meaſured. quanciticy, carry» 
ingcuen inthemſelwes;.a Harmunic= (withour 
{perchaunce) Number,; Mcaſure, Order, Pro+ 
panioan, beinour mmegrowneodious} But is 
ahbdotlicnftproyicirhinh; by becmgthe ohe 
fm: perch forMeſick; (Nhafick Iſay,chentoRt di> 
uincſtriker:of-the. fences2 )' thus much» is ve» 
doubrediy rue, that if reading bee foolith, with» 
out remembring, mcmorie beinti3he onely,toea- 
fixtrofknowlcde;thoſtword which are: fire 
ar a. irc-likewiſe moſtbonuententfor 
&;* t Fee -: 4 ” 444 4 F+-4 : ; - 
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affinicie ro memory, becing fo ſer; as one 
hey cannot be loſt, but the whole worke failes? 
which accuſeth it ſelfe , calleth the remem- 
brance backeto it ſelfe,and ſo moſtſtrongly con- 
firmathit; beſides, one word fo as it were beger- 
ring another, as be'it in.rymeormealured verſe, 
by the former a man ſhall haue a neere gelle to 
the follower : laſtly, cuenthey that bauc taught 
the Art of memory,haueſhewed nothing (o apr 
for.ir, asa certaine roome deuided into: many 
_ well and throughly knowne ...'/Now, that 
h the verſc in effect perfeRly : cueryword ha 
ing his naturall ſeate, which ſeate, muſt needes 
ethe words remembred. But what needeth 
marcinathing ſo knowneto all men? whois it 
that ever was a (choller,that doth not carry.away 
ſome verſes of Frgill, Horace, or Cate, which in 
his youth he learned, and cuen to his old age 
feruehiim for howrely leſſons? but the. firncs-ir 
harh for memory,is notably I by all deliue+ 
ry of Arts : wherin forthe moſtpart, from Grame 
mer, to Logick, Mathemarick, Philick, and the 
cet, therules chicfely neceflary tro bee borne + 
way, arecompiled in verſes . So that, verſe be 
ingin it ſelfe (weere and orderly, and being, beſt 
for memory, the onely handle of knowiedge; it 
muſt bein ieſt that any man can _ 2painſt it. 

Nowethen goe weeto the m 
putations laid tothe Poers,for eught I carl 
yelcarne, they are theſe, firſt} that there beemng 
| many 


Important im- . 


FOR POETRIE... 
many other more fruitefull knowledges, a man 
might beter ſpend his tyme in them,then inthis. 
Secondly, that itis the mother of lyes . Thirdly, 
thatit is the Nurſe of abuſe, infeQting vs with 
many peſtilent deſires : with a Syrens {weetnes, 
drawing the mind to the Serpents tayle of linfull 
fancy . And heercin eſpecially, Comedies giue 
thelargeſtfield to erre, as Chancer fayth: howe 
both in other Nationsand in ours, before Poets 
did ſoften vs, we werefull of courage, giuen ro 
martiall exerciſes, the pillers of manlyke liberty, 
& not lulled _— in ſhady idlenes with Poets 
paſtimes. And laſtly, and chiefely, they cry out 
with an open mouth, as ifthey had out ſhot ##- 
bin Hood, that Plato baniſhed them om af hys 
Common-wealth ; Truely, this is much, if 
there be much truth in i. Firſtrothe firſt : that a 
man _ berter ſpend his tyme, 152 reaſon in- 
deede: but it doth (asthey ſay) but Petere princi- 
pium: for if it be as I affirme, that no learning is 
ſo good, as that which teacheth and mooueth to 
vertue; and thatnonecan both teach and moue 
thereto fo much as Poetry : then is the concluſi- 
on manifef}, that Incke and Paper cannot be to 
a moreprofitable purpoſe yed. And cer- 
tainly, though a man ſhould graunt their firſtaſ- 
fumption, it ſhould followe (me thinkes) very 
vnwillingly, that goodis not good, becauſe bet- 
rerisbetrer , Bur I ſtill and viterly denye, that 
there is ſprong out of carth a more —_ 


AN APOLOGIE 
- Ramon . Totheſecondtchercfore; that they 
d bethe principaliyars;.I aunſwere 
doxically, burzrnely, Lehinke mwucly; than fel 
VYriters vndevthic funnie, thePot is the leaſt li- 
cer- and though hewould,avaPoet can-ſcarcely 
bealycty the Aſtronomer, with ha. coſen the 
Geomettician; ran hardly eſcape, 'when they 
take-vpon them to meaſure the height of the 
ſtarres.- j 
.: How often; thinke yon, dos the. Phiſiridns 
lyo,whenthey auer things, good for fickneſles; 
which afterwards ſend Cheron agreat'nomber of 
foules drownditra potion before they. comerq 
hisFeery ; And no lefic of the reſt; which takers 
porithemroaffirme; Now,forthePoct,henos 
chingaffirmes; atid therefore neuer lycth,For, as 
+ Irakeir, tolye,isroaffirmerharto be true which 
is falſe. So as the other Artiſts, and eſpecially the 
HMRtoriany affirming manythings; canintheclon- 
dy none wb ret ty hardly eſcape from 
. manylyes.!Burrhe Pocr as (I fayd befote) ne- 
mw *- ark ThePoer neuer maketh any cir- 
cles about your-imapination, to coniure you to 
rag, :-Heecieth nor 
amhorities oforther Hiſtories, but cuen for ys 
ety, callech the (weete Muſesto imipirc-into 
hima goodiinuention: an troth, \not labo 
totallyouryharis; ofisnot, bur what ſhouldor 
ſhould norbe.: midcherefore, though herecoume 
things nottrue; ye becauſe -heerelierh chem on 
or 
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forrrue, helycth not, without we will ſay, that 
Nathan lyed in his ſpeech, before alledged to 
Dazid . VYhich' as a wicked man durſt ſcarce 
ſay,ſo think I, none ſo ſimple would ſay, that E- 
ſape lyed in thetales ofhis beaſts: for who thinks 
that Eſope writ it for aQtually true, were well 
worthy ro haue his name cronicled, among the 
beaſtes hee writeth of, - - : ; 
V'Vhat childe is there, that coming to a Play, 
and ſecing Thebes written in great Letters vpon 
an olde doore, doth belecue that it is Thebes ? It 
then, a man can ariuc, at thar childs age,to know 
thatthe Poa perſons and dooings, are bur pic- 
tures what ſhould be; and not ſtories what haue 
beene, they will neuer giuethelye, to things not 
athrmatively, bur allegorically, and figuratuelic 
written, Andtherefore, as in Hiftorie,»looki 
for trueth, they gocaway full fraught with fal(- 
hood: ſoin Poele, looking for fiction,they ſhal 
vſe the narration, bur as an imaginatiue ground- 
| plotofaprofitable inuention. Y 
But heereto is replyed, that the Poets gyue 
names to men they write of , which argueth a 
conceite of an aQuall truth, and ſo, not beeing 
true, prooues a falſhood, And doththe Lawyer 
lye then, when vnderthe names. of 1ohs « ſtile, 
and John « noakes, hee puts his caſe ? But ghar is 
calily anſwered, Theyr naming of men, is but 
to maketheyr picture the more liuely,andnot to 
builde any-hiftoric: paynting men , they cannot 
Ay H. leaue 
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leauemennamelefſe, VVeſcewe cannor'play ar 
Cheſle;, but that wee muſt giue names to our 
Cheſſe-men ; and yer meethinks, hee were ave- 
ry partiall Champion of truth; that would ſay we 
lyed; forgiuing a one wood, the reucrend 
eleof a Biſbop. "The Poct nameth Cyrws or Ae- 
meas, noother way, thento ſhewe, what men of 

theyr fames, fortunes, andeftares, ſhould doe. 

: Theirthicds, howe much it abuſeth mens 
wit, —— wanton ſ{mfulnes, and luſtfull 
loue: for in that isthe principall, if not the 

onely abuſe T can heare alledged. They ſay, the 

Comedies ratherteach, then 1end , amo- 

rous'coriceits. They ſay,the Lirick,is larded with 

paſsionate Sonnets, TheElegiack , weepes the 
want of his Miſtreſſe. And that euen to the He- 
roical,Capid hath ambitiouſly climed. Alas Loue, 

I would; thou couldeſtas well defenderhy (elfe; 

#s thoukanſtoffende others. I would thoſe, on 

whomthou dooſt attend, could eyther put thee 

away, or yeelde good reaſon, why they keepe 
chee; Bnet grant loue of beautie, to be a beaſtlic 
favlr; (athouph it be very hard, ſith onely thin, 
and no beaſt, Fath that gyft,to diſcerne beainy.) 

Granr, that louely name of Lone, to deſerue all 

haiefulreproches: (althbugh enen ſome of my 

Maiflerst Phylolophers,pem2 good date 

cheyr:Lamp-oyle;ir(ferring foorth the excellen- 

cie of it.) Grant, I ſay, what ſoever they wil have 
granted; that notonely lone , but luſt, but va- 
| | nitie, 
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nitic, but, (if they liſt) ſcurrilitie,poſleſſeth many 
leaues of the Pocts bookes : yet thinke I, when 
this is granted, they will finde, theyr ſentence 
may with good manners, put the laſt words for- 
moſt: ws, not ſay, that Poetric abuſeth mans 
wit, but that, mans wit abuſeth Poerrie. 

For I will not denie, but that mans wit may 
make Poelie, (which ſhould be Eika#ike, which 
ſomelearned havedctined, figuring foorth good 

things,) to bee Phantaſtike: which doth contra+ 


_ riwile, infe& the fancie with vaworthy obieQs: 


As the Painter, that ſhoulde giueto the eye, cy-_ 
ther ſome excellent perſpeQiue, or ſome hnepic- 


- ture, fit forbuilding or fortification :. or contay- 


ning in it fomenotable example, as Abraham, (a- 
crificing his Sonne 1ſaeck; 1adith killing Hols+ 
fernes , David fighting. with Goliah:, may leaue 
thoſe, and plcaſean ill-pleaſed eye, withwantori 
ſhewes of better hiddenmarters, Bur whar,ſhall 
the abuſe of athing, makethe right vſc:odious? 
Nay wahenghs yecld, that Poeſie may nor 


 onely be abuſed, but that becing abuſed, by the 


reafon of his ſweere charming force,'it :canidoe 
more hurtthen any other Armie of words ::yet 
ſhall it be ſo far from concluding, that the abule, 
ſhould give reproch to theabuſed , thar: contra- 
riwife it isa good reaſon, that whar(vener being 
abuſed, dooth moſtharme, beemg rightly vicd : 
(and vpon the righe vic each thing:conceiueth 
his title,) doth moſtgood.. © 
FE: Doe 
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Doeweenotſcethegkill of Philick, (thebeſt 
_—_— to our. often-allaulted bodies,) beein 
_—_ each poyſon the moſt violent deſtroyer 
Dooth not knowledge of Law, whabwndi is,t0 


cucnand right all things bein abuſed grow the 
crooked fo of hortible S.xrjes? th not 
(to goetothe higheſt)Gods wordabuſed, breed 
herelie? and his Name abuſed, become blaſphe- 
mic? Truly, ancedle cannot. doe much hurt, 
and astruely, (with leaueof Ladies beit ſpoken) 
it cannot doe much good. VVith a ſword, Lin 
maiſtkill thy-Father, & with a ſword thou mai 
rs gar nc Coyntry. . Sothat, as in 
their calli the. Fathersof lyes, they ſay 


— is theyr argument ar ry, 
Horgan 
'"' They alledgeheere- awith; that before Poets 


| beganneto bein price,our Nation hath erther 


harts delight aQtion;and nor imag i- 
nation : her ot wanks oboe _ 
ten, then writing things fitte to be done... VVhat 
that before tyme was, I thinke ſcarcely Sphinx 
cantell : ::Snh no memory is fo; auncient, that 
of Poetric.. Andcertaineit 
is, thit mourplaineſt homelines, yet neuer was 
theAibion:Nation without Poetrie . Mary, thys 
againft Poetrie, 
Yet kirindeed, a chaine-dhor againſt all 
orbookiſtnes, asthky commonly tearme it, 
_ minde were certaine Gothes, of whom it is 
| written, 
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written, that having in the ſpoile ofa famous Ci- 
tie, taken afayrelibrarie; one ha (beelike 
fiete to execute the fruites of their wits,) who 
had murthereda great number of bodies, would 
haue ſer fire on it : no ſayde another, very graue- 
ly, take heede what you doe, for whyle they are 
buſicabour theſe toyes, wee ſhall with moreley- 
ſure conquer their Countries. 

 - -Thisindeedeisthe ordinary doctrine of ig- 
norance, and many wordes ſometymes I haue 
heard ſpent in it; but becauſe this reaſon is gene- 
rally againſtall learning, aſwell as Poetric; or ra- 
ther,all learning but Poerry : becauſeit weretoo 


large a digreſcion, to handle, or atleaſt, to ſuper- 


fluous: (ſith it is manifeſt, that all pouernment of 


* aQion, isto be gotten by knowledp, and know- - 
ledge beſt, by gathering many knowledges, - 


which is, reading,) I-onely with Horace, to hi 
that softhat opinion, ' + ; 

| Tnbeo flultum efſe libenter : | 
for as for Poetrie it ſelfe, it is the freeſt from thys 
obieQtion . For Poetric is the companion of 


Cam RE 
Ei; Iows vndertake, Orlands Farieſs, or honeſt 
King Arthar, will neuer diſpleaſe a Souldier : 
burtthequiddity of Es, and Prima materia, will 
bardely agree with a Corſlet : andtherefore, as I 
faidinthe beginning, euen Turks and Tartares 
aredelighted with Poets. Homera Greek, flori- 
thed, before Greece floriſhed. And if toaflighr 
H 3 con- 
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| | conieQure, a conieQure may be oppoſed: tru- 
ly it may ſeeme; that as by him,their learned men, 
| tooke almoſt their firſt light of knowledge, fo 
their aQiuve men, recciued their firſt motions of 
courage . Onlie Alexander; example may ſerue, 
whoby Platerchis accounted of ſuch vertue,thar 
Forrune was not his guide, bur his foote-ſtoole : 

= whoſe —_—_— for him, though Platerch did 
not: i e, the Phznix of warlike Princes. 
This Alexander, left. his Schoolemaiſter, living 
Ariffotle, behinde him, but tooke deade Homer 
with him : he put the Philoſopher Caliſtbenes to 

_ death,for his ſeeming philoſophicall, indeed mu- 
- tinous ſtubburnnes.Butthe chiefething heevuer 
was heard to with for, was, that omer had been 
_ nn —_— he — you _ 
rie of min erne of Achilles, then by 

ing the Jelititien of Fartirude: and there- 
fore, it Cato miſliked Fulvins, forcarying Evniac 
with him to the fielde, it may be aunſwered, thar 

| if C4/o miſliked it the noble Faulvrzc liked it, or els 
he had noe doone it : for it was not the excellent 
Cato Yticenſis , (whoſe authority I would much 
more haue reuerenced,)burt it was theformer: in 
truth, a bitter pungſher of faults, hue elſe, a man 
that bad neuer wel ſacrificedrothe Graces, Hee 
miſliked and cryedour _ all Greeke learning, 
yet being 80, yecres alde, begantolcarnen. 
a / ng thar P/stevnderſtood not Latine. 
Indeede, the Romaine tawcs allowed, no per- 


ſon 
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ſon to be carriedto the warres, but hee that was 
inthe Souldiers role : and therefore, though C- 
79 miſliked his vnmuſtered perſon, hee miſliked 
nothisworke. And if hee had, Scipio Naſics 
judged by common conſent, the beſt Romaine, 
loued him. Both the other Sczpio Brothers, who 
had by their vertuesno Heſſe ſurnames, then of 
Aſie, and Affrick, ſo loued him, that they cauſed 


his body tobe buried in rheir Sepulcher . So as - 


Cats, his authoritie being bur againſt his perſon, 
and that aunſwered, with fo farre er then 


himſelfe, is heerein of no validitie. But now in- * 


deede my burthenis great ; now Plats his name 
is layde mee, whom muſt confefſe, of all 
Philoſophers, I haue ever cſteemed moſt worthy 
of reverence, and withigreat reaſon : Sith of all 
Philoſophers, heis the moſt porticall, Yetifhe 
will defile the Fountzine, our of which his low- 
ing ſreames have proceeded, ler vs boldly exa- 
mine with what reaſons hee did it . -Firſt eruly, 
2man might malicioufly obieQ, that Plazs being 
a Philoſopher; was a naturall-enemix of Poets : 
for indeede, after the Philoſophers, had picked 
out of the ſweete miſteries/ of Poetrie, the right 
diſcerning true pGints of krowledge, they forth- 
wih purting it in method, & making a Schoole- 
arfe of that whichthe Poers did onely teach, by a 
divinedelightfulnes,beginning'to ſpurnear their 
guides, like vngratefull Prentiſes, werenot con- 


tentto ſet vp ſhops for themſclues, but ſought -- 
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all meahesto' diſcredit their Maiſters. VVhich 
by the force of delight beeing barred them, the 
leſſe they could ouerthrow them, the more they 
hated them, For indeede,they found for Homer, 
ſeauen Citries ſtroue, who ſhould haue him for 
their Citizen : where many Cittics baniſhed Phi- 
loſophers, as not fitte members to liue among 
them . For onely repeating certaine of Exripides 
verſes, many Atheziens had their lyues ſaued of 
the Siracuſians : whenthe Athenians themſclues, 
thought many Philoſophers, vnwoorthie to 
live. | 
Certaine Poets, as . Simonides, and Pindarm, 
had fo prevailed with Hero the firſt,that of a Ti- 
rant they made him a iuſt King, where Plats 
could do ſo little with Dreniſes, that he himſelfe, 
of a Philoſopher, was made a ſlave. But who 
ſhould doethus,. I confeſle; ſhould requite the 
obieQions made againk Poets, with like cauilla- 
tion againſt Philoſophers, as likewiſe one ſhould 
doe, that ſhould bid oneread Phedrws, or Sympe- 
from in Plats, or the diſcourſe of lone in Platerch, 
and (ce whether any Poet doe authorize abho- 
minable fikthines, as they doe. Againe, a man 
zghtaskeout of what Common-wealth Plats 
did baniſh them ? inſooth, thence where he him- 
ſelfe alloweth communitie of women : Soas be- 
like, this baniſhment grewe not for effeminate 
wantonnes , {ith little ſhould poeticall Sonnets 
be hurrfull, whena man might haue what wa- 
| man 
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man heliſted.Bur I honor philoſophicall inſtrue- 
tions, and bleſle the wits which bred them: ſo as 
they benot abuſed, which is likewiſe ſtretched 

to Poetrie. | 
S. Pawlehimſelfe, ( who yet for the credite of 
Poets) alledgeth twiſerwo Poets, Kone of them 
by the name of a Prophet, ſertetha watch-word 
vpon Philoſophy, indeede vpon the abuſe. So 
| dooth Plato, vpon the abuſe, not vpon Poetrie, 
 Plaofound fault, that the Poers of his time, fil- 
led the worlde , with wrong opinions of the 
Gods, making light tales of Su vnſpotted ef- 
ſence; andtherctore, would not hauetheyouth 
depraucd with ſuch opinions, Heerin may much 
br og ner —_ _—_ not. m_— 
uch opinions,but dyd-imitate thoſe opinions al - 
ready induced. For bh the Greek ſtories can well 
reſtifie,that the very religion of that time, ſtoode 
vpon many, and matiy-faſhioned Gods , not 
_— by the Poets, but followed, according 
totheir nature of imitation. V Vho liſt, may reade 
in Platerch,the diſcourſes of 1fs,and0/rs,of the 
cauſe why Oracles ceaſed, of the dwine provi- 
dence: and ſee, whether the Theologjie of thar 
nation,ſtood not vpon fuchdreames, which the 
Poers indeed {uperſticiouſly obſerued: and tru- - 
ly, (iththey had not the light of Chrift,) did 
much better in i then the Philoſophers , who 
on ſuperſtition, brought in 'Arheiſme. 
Plato theretore, ES a I had _ 
rather 
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— conſter, then vniuſtly reſiſt, )-meanr 


arr 


rgerieral of Poets, in thoſe words of which 


faith, 2ac authoritate barbari quida, 
atque _ ;,abati velint, ad Poct 4 —_— exi- 
gendes : bs only meant,to driueout thoſe wrong 
opinions of the Deitie, (whereof now, withour 
further law; .C hriſtianity hath'taken away all the 
hurtful beliefe,) perchance (as hethought) no- 
riſhed by the then eſteemed Poets. And a man 
neede goe nofurtherthento. Plats himſeife, ro 
know hismeaning: who in his Dialogue called 
Tos, giueth hi gh,and ri girly dine commenda- 
tion wt So-as Plats, baniſhing rhe abuſe, 
not thechin ;not baniſhing it, bin giving due 
horioriaw it.ſhalbevir. Patroty,. and nor our 

Formdoeddhad muckrather; (ſith 


attuerfaric; ; 
| _ doeityſhewtheyr miſtaking of Plato, 


ce Lyonsskin.'they would make an 

bat l ainſt Poefic,)-thE oe about 
ro omer- ie whom the wiſer a 
nan is,thembreivſtcaniehethall find to haucin 
admiration: eſpecially, ſith he anribureth vno 
Pocſie, more then my ſcelfe doe; namely, to be a 
very meas i he adiuineforot;arve abouce-mans 
Mr mgeCecrnmg ade is appa- 


Of tis other Shines wold ſew the honors, 
haucbeen _— chebeſtſortof indgemEts granred 
chem; a whole Sea oftexamples woulde: ' 


— —— hair Daſr Faber. _ 
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of Poets. Lelizs,called the Romane Socrates, him 
ſelfe a Poet: ſo as part of Heautontimorumenon in 
Terence, was ſuppoſed to bemade by him. . And 
cuen the Greek Socrates, whom pello confirmed 
to bethe onely wiſe man, is ſayde to have ipent 
part of his old time, inputting Eſsps fables into 
verſes. And therefore, tull euill ſhould it become 
his ſcholler Plato, to pur ſuch words in his Mai- | 
ſters mouth, againſt Poers.But what need more? 
Ariſtotle writes the Arte of Poelie : and why it 
it ſhould not be written ? Plutarch teacheth the 
victo be gathered of thE,and how it they ſhould 
not beread ? And who reades Plutarchs eyther 
hiſtoric or philoſophy, ſhall finde,hee trymmerh 
both theyr garments, with gards of Poeſie. But 
1 liſt not to defend Poelie, with the helpe of her 
vnderling, Hiſtoriography. Let it ſuffiſe,thar it is 
a fit ſoyle for prayſeto dwell vpon: and what dil- 
praiſe may ſer vpon it,is eyther calily ouer-come, 
or transformed into juſt commendation.So thar, 
ſith the excellencies of it, may beſo caſily, and ſo 
wſtly confirmed, & the low-creeping obieQi- 
ons, ſo ſoone troden downe; itnot being an Art 
of lyes, bur of true doQtrine : not of effeminate- 
nes, bur of notable ſtirringof c : not of a-, 
buling mans witte, bur of ſtrengthning mans 
wit: not baniſhed, but honored by Plato: let vs 
rather ow more Laurels;for to engarland our 
Poers heads, (which honor of beeing laurear, as 


belidesthE, onely tryumphant Captaines weare, 
| T3 is 


AN APOLOGIE 


6a ſufficient authority, to ſhewe the price they 
ought to be had in,) then ſuffer the ill-ſauouring 
breath of ſuch wrong-ſpeakers, once to blowe 
yponthe cleere ſprings of Pocſic. 

But fith I hauerunne ſo long acareere in this 
matter, methinks, before I give my penne a full 
ſtop, it ſhalbe bur alirtle more loſt time , to in- 
quire, why England, (the Mother of excelent 

indes,) ſhould bee growne ſo hard a ſtep-mo- 
ther to Poets, vvho certainly in wit ought to 
paſſcallother : ſith all onely proceedeth fro their 
wit,being indeede makers of themſelues, not ta- 
kersof others. How can I but exclaime, 
 Munſa mihicanſai memora,que numine leſs. 
Sweete Poelie, that hath aunciently had Kings, 
Emperors,Senators, aines,ſuch,as be- 
fides athouſand others, Dexid, Adrien, Sophocler, 
| Germanicues, not onely to fauour Poets, but to be 
Poets. And of our neerer times, can preſent for 
her Patrons, a Robert, king of Sicil,the great ki 
+ / - - 1, Francicof France, king Fewes of Scatland. Suc 
-. ----* - +++. Cardinals as Bembae, and Bibiene. Such famous 
+ -+4.4© - Preachers & Teachers, as 8ezaandeMelenihon. 
So learned Philoſophers, as Fraceftorins and Sca- 
liger So great Orators,as Pontenus & Mwretue, SO 
piercing wits , as George Buchanan . So graue 
Counſellors,as belides many, but before all, that 
Heſpitall of Fraunce : then whom, (I thinke) 
that Realmeneuer brought forth a more accom- 
Pliſhed iudgement : more firmdy builded vpon 
vertue. 


_ _ —_ — ne ——_  — — 0 OO 
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yertue. I ſay theſe, with numbers of others, not. 
onely to read others Poeſics,bur to poetiſe for 0- 
thers reading,that Poelie thus embraced in all 0- 
ther places,ſhould onely finde in ourtime,a hard 
welcome in England, I thinke the very earth la- 
menteth it, and therforedecketh our Soyle with 
fewer Laurels then it was accuſtomed. For heer- 
tofore,Poets haue in England alſo floriſhed. And 
Which is to be noted, even in thoſe times, when 
thetrumpert of Hrs did ſounde loudeſt. And 
now,that an ouer-faintquietnes ſhould ſeeme to 
ſtrew the houſe for Poets, they are almoſt in as 
o? reputation, as the CAtountibancks at Y enice. 
Truly cuen that, as of the one (ide,it giueth great 
praiſeto Poeſie, which hkeFexws, (but to better 
purpoſe,) had rather be troubled inthe net with 
Ars, then enioy the homelie quiet of Yulces : 
ſo ſeruesit for apeece of a reaſon , why they are 
leſſe gratefull to idle England, which nowe can 
ſcarce endurethepayneof a pen. Vpon this, ne- 
ceſſarily followeth, that baſemen, with ſcruile 
wits vndertake it: whothink itinough, if they 
canbe rewarded of the Printer . And ſo as Epe- 
minendacis fayd, with the honor of his vertue, to 
haue madean office; by his exerciſing it , which 
before was contemprtible, ro become highly re- 
ſpeed: fo theſe, no more bur ſetting their 
namesto it, by their owne diſgracefulnes, diſ- 
gracethe moſtgracetull Pocſie . For now, as if 
all the Muſes were gotte with childe, to bri 
L. Þ foort 
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foorth baſtard Poets, without any commiſcion, 
they doepoſte ouerthe banckes of Helrcon, tyll 
they makethe readers more weary then Poſt- 
horſes : while in the meane tyme, they | 
Lneis meliore luto finxit precordia Titan, 
are better content, to ſuppreſle the out-flowing 
of theirwit, then by publiſhing them, to bee ac- 
counted —_—_ rheſameorder . But I, that 
before cuer I durſt aſpire vnto the dignitic, am 
admitted into the company of the Paper-blur- 
rers,doe findethe very truecauſe of our wanting 
eſtimation, is want of deſert : taking vpon vsto 
be Poets, in deſpight of Pella . Nowe, wherein 
we want deſert, were a thanke-worthy labour 
to expreſſe: bur if I knew, I ſhould haue men- 
ded my ſelfe. 'ButT, asI neverdeſired thetitle, 
ſo haue I negleQed the meanes to come by it. 
Ondly ouer-maſtred by ſomethoughts, I yeelded 


an inckie tribute vnto them. Mary, they that - 
delight in Poeſie it ſelfe, ſhould ſecke to knowe 


what they doe, and how they doe and eſpecial- 
ly, looke themſclues in an vnflattering Glſe of 


reaſon, if they beeinclinablevntoit , For Poe- . 


fie, muſtnotbedrawne by the cares, it muſt bee 
gently led, or rather, itmuſt lead . VVhich was 
partly the cauſe, that made the auncient-learned 
affirme,it was a diuinegift, and no humaine kill: 


ſith all other knowledges, lie ready for any that 


hath of witte: APoet, no induftriecan 
qmake, if his owne Geniws bee not carried vnto it . 
| an 
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andtherefore is it an o!d Prouerbe,0r4tor fit ; Po- 
eta naſcitur.Y ct confefſe I alwayes,that as the fir- 
tileſt grounde muſt bee manured, ſo muſt the 
hi hel flying wit, hauca Dedalus ro guide him; 
That Dedelws,they ſay,both in this, and in other, 
hath three wings, to beare it ſelfe 'vp into the 
ayreof duecommendation : that is, Arte, Imita- 
. tion, and Exerciſe. Bur theſe, neyther arrificiall 
rules, nor imitative patternes, we much cumber 
our {clues withall . Exerciſe indecede. wee doe, 
burthar, very fore-backwardly : for where we 
ſhould exerciſe to know, wee exerciſeas haui 
knoyne: and fois our braine delivered of muc 
marter, which never was begottE by knowledge. 
For,there being rwo principal parts,matterto be 
expreſſed by wordes, and'words to expreſſethe 
matter, in neyther, wee vſe Arte, or Imitation, 
rightly. Our matter js 2uod{bit indeed, though 
wrongly perfourming Osids verſe: 

i" *! (Dmicquid conabor diſcere verſus erit :) 
neiter marſhalling it into an aſſured rancke, that 
almoft rhe readers cannot tell where to finde 
themſclues. |. AS 7 
: . Chancer, vndoubredly did excellently in hys 
Troylas and Creſſeid ; of whom,truly'l know-not, 
whether to mervaile more, cither x he in thar 


miſtietime, could ſee ſo clearely, or that wee in 
this cleare age, walke ſo ſtumblingly after him. 
Yet had he great wants, fitte to beforgiuen, inſo 
reuerent antiquity. I account the Atirrowr of 
7 CMazi- 
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Magiftreates,meately furniſhed of beautiful 

inthe Earle of Surries Ziricks, many thing 
taſting of anoble birth, and worthy of a nob 
minde. The Sheapheards Kalender, hath much 
Poerric in his Eglogues : indeede worthy the 

ng if I be not deceiued. That ſame framing 
ofhis tile, to an old ruſtick | e, I dare nor 
gowe, (ith neyther Theocritns in Greeke, Virgil 
in Latine, nor Se#«zer in Italian, did affeQ it.Be- 
ſides theſe, doe I not remember ro haue ſeene 
bur fewe, (to ſpeake boldely) printed, that haue 

call ſinnewes in them : for proofe whereof, 
etbut moſt of the verſes beepur in Proſe, and 
then aske the meaning ; and it will be found, thar 
one verſe did but beget another, without orde-* 
ring atthe firſt, what ſhould be at the laſt: which 
becomes a confuſed maſſeof words, with a ting- 
ling ſound of ryme , barely accompanied wi 
reaſon, 

Our Tragedies, and Comedies, (noe without 
cauſe cried ou againſt,) obſcruing rules,neyther 
of honeſt ciuilitie, nor of skilfull Poerrie, excep- 
ting Gorbodack, (againe, I ſay,of thoſe that I have 
ſeene,) which notwithſtanding, as it isfull of 
ſtately ſpeeches, and well ſounding Phraſes, cly- 


 mingtothehcight of Senec his tile, and as full 


of notable moralitie, which it doth moſt delight- 
fully teach ; and ſo obtaynethe very end of Poe- 
fie: yetin troth it is very defedious in the cir- 
es ; Which grecueth mee, becaulſeir 

might 


—— — — — 
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might not remaineas an exaQt mode of all Trage- 
dies. For it is faulty both in place, & time, the two 
neceſſary companions of all eorporall ations. For 
where the ſtage ſhould alwaics repreſent but one 
place,and the vitermoſt time preſuppoſed ir: it, 
ſhould be,both by Ariſtotles precept,and common 
reaſon,bar one day : there is both many dayes,and 
many places, inartificually imagined. Bur if it be ſo 
in Gor k,how much morein al the reſt? where 
you ſhal haue 4{ of the one (ide,and Africk ofthe 
 other,& (o many other vnder-kingdoms, that the 
Player, when he cometh in, muſt cuer begin with 
telling where he is: or els, the tale wil not be con- 
ceived, Now yeſhal haue three Ladies, walketo 
gather flowers, & then wee muſt beleeue the ſtage 
to bea Garden, By & by, we heare newes of ſhip- 
wrackein the ſame place, and then wee are to | 
blame, if we acceptit not fora Rock. | 
_ Vponthe backe of that , comes our a hidious 
Monſter, with fire and ſmoke,and then the miſe- 
rable beholders, arebounde to take it for a Caue, 
VVhile inthe meane-time,rwo Armies flyein,re- 
preſented with foure ſwords and bucklers,& then 
what harde heart wil not receiue it fora pitched 
fielde? Now, oftimethey are much moreliberall, 
for ordinary it is that two young Princes fall in 
loue. After many trauerces, ſhe isgot with childe, 
delivered of a faire boy, he is loſt, groweth a man, 
falls in loue,& is ready to get another child, and all 
this inrwo houres ſpace: which how abſurd it is 
| K, in 
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in ſenceeuen ſence may imagine, and Arte hath 
raught; and all auncient examples juſtified: and ar 
this day the ordinary Players in Italic, wil not erre 
in, Yet wil ſomebring in an example of Exnachus 
im 7erexce,that c6tameth matter of rwo dayes, yer 
far ſhort of twenty yeeres. True it is, and ſo was it 
to beplaydinrwo daics,and fo firtedtothetime ir 


ſerforth, And.though Plaztw hath in one place 


doneamiſſe,let vs hit with him,and not miſſe with 
him. Bur they wil ſay, how then ſhal we ſet forth a 
ſtory,which containeth both many places, & ma- 
ny times? And doethey not knowe,thata Trage- 
die istiedtothe lawes of Poeſie,and nor of Hiſto- 
rie? not bound to follow the ſtorie, bur having li- 
berty, citherrofainea quite newe matter, orto 
frame the hiftory,to the inoſt tragicall conuenjen- 
cie. Againe,many things may betold, which can- 
not be ſhewed,, if they knowethe difference be- 


, ewixt reporting andrepreſenting. Asfor example, 
; ney fpockaoh b 


h'1am heere) of Pers, andin 
ſpeech,digreſſe from that,to the diſeription of Ce- 
kent: but in ation, Feanmot repreſent it without 
Pacolets horſe: and ſo was the manner the Aunci- 
ents tooke, by ſome Nanciwe, to recount thinges 
donein former titne,or other place. Laſtly, if they 
wil repreſent an hiſtory; they-muſt nor (as Horace 
ſaith) beHitmie dbigus: bretheymuſteomerothe 
principall*poyrit-of rhat one ation, which th 
wil repreſent, By example this wil be beſt ex 6, 
fed. I haue a ſtory of young Poliderw, deliitere 
for 
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for ſafcties (ake, with great riches ; by his Father 
Priamw,to Polinneſtor king of Thrace, in the Tro- 
yan war time: Hee after ſome yeeres, hearing the 
ouer-throwe of Priames, for to make thetreaſure 
his owne, murthereth the child : the body of the 
chiid israken vp by Hecwba,ſhee the ſame day,fin- 
deth aſlight to bee reuenged moſt cruelly of the 
Tyrant: where nowe would one of our Tragedy 
writers begin,but with thedeliuery ofthe childe ? 
Then ſhould heſayle over into Thrace,& ſo ſpend 
I know not how many yeeres, and trauaile num- 
bers of places. But where dooth Eeripides? Euen 
with the finding of the body,leauing thereſtto be 
 rolde by the ſpirit of Polidorus. Thisneed no fur- 
ther to be inlarged,the dulleſt wit may conceive it. 
But beſides theſe groſle abſurdities, how all theyr 
Playes be neither right T ragedies, nor right Co- 
medies: mingling Kings & Clownes, not becauſe 
the marter ſo carrieth it : butthruſt in Clownes by 
head & ſhoulders, to play a part in maieſticall mar- 
ters, with neither decencie, nor diſcretion. Soas 
neither the admiration & commiſeration, nor the 
right ſportfulnes, is by their mungrell Tragy-co- 
medie obtained. I know Apwleins did ſome-what 
ſo, but that is a thing recounted with ſpace of 
time,not repreſented in one moment: & I knowe, - 
the Auncients have one or two examples of Tra- 

gy-comedies, as Plautws hath Amphitrio:But if we 
markethem well, we(hall find,that they neuer,or 
very daintily, match Horne-pypes and es” 
| K 2 (0) 
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So falleth it out, that hauing indeed no right Co- 
. medy,in that comicall part of our _ wee 
haue nothing but ſcurrility , vnwoorthy of any 
chaſt cares: or ſome extreame ſhew of doltiſhnes, 
indeed ktto lift vpa loudelaughter, andnothing 
els: wherethe whole traQt of a Comedy, ſhoulde 
befull of delight, as the Tragedy ſhoulde be ſtill 
maintained, ina well raiſed admiration. But our 
Comedians , thinke there is no delight without 
laughter, which is very wrong, forthough laugh- 
rer may come with delight, yer commeth it not of 
delight : as delight ſhould be the cauſe of 
ter, bur well may onething breed both to- 
gether : nay, rather in themſclues, they haue as it 
were,a kind of contrarietic: for delight weſcarce- 
ly doe,butinthings that hauea conueniencie ro 
our ſelues,orto the generall riature : laughter, al- 
moſt euer commeth, of things moſt diſproporri- 
oned to our ſclues,and nature. Delight hath aio 
in it,cither permanent, or preſent. Laughter, hat 
onely a (cornful tickling, 
For example,weare rauiſhed with delight to ſee 
a faire woman,and yet arefar from being moued 
to laughter. VVeclaugh at deformed creatures, 
wherein certainely we cannot delight . V Vee de- 
light in good chaunces, we laugh atmiſchaunces, 
we delight to hearethe happines of our friends,or 
Country;at which he were worthy tobe laughed 
at, that would laugh; wee ſhall contrarily laugh 
ſometimes, to findea matter quiite rag goc 
owne 
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downethe hill agaynſt thebyas, in the mouth of 
- fome ſuch men,as forthe reſpeR of the,one ſhalbe 
hartely ſorry,yethe cannot chuſe butlaugh ; & ſo 
is rather pained,then delighted with laughter. Yer 
deny I nor, bur that they may goe well together, 
foras in Alexanders picture vvell ſet out, wee de- 
light without laughter, &in twenty mad Amticks 
welaugh without delight : ſo in Hercales, painted 
with his great beard, and furious.countenance, in_. 
a womans attire, ſpinning at Omphales commaun- 
dement, it breedeth both delight and laughter. 
For the repreſenting of ſo ſtrange a power in loue, 
procureth delight : and the (corncfulnes of the ac- 
tion, ſtirreth laughter.Bur I ſpeaketo this purpole, 
that all the end of the comicall part, beenor vpon 
ſuch ſcornefullmarters, as ftirreth laughter onely: 
but mixt with it, that delightful teaching which is 
the cd of Poclic. And the greatfault cuen inthar | 
point of laughter, and forbidden plainely by 4vi- 
flotk, is, that they ſtyrre laughter in linfull things; 
which arerather execrable then ridiculous ; 'or in 
' miſerable, which are rather to bepirtied then {cor- 
ned. For what isit to makefolkes gape ata wret- 
ched Begger,or abeggerly Clowne! or againſt 
lawe of hoſpitallity, to ieft ar ſtraungers, becauſe 
they ſpeake not Engliſh ſo well as wee. doe? what 

doewelearne, ſithit iscertaine -' . 
(Nil habet infalixp 


apertas duvine in e,) 
L232 quod ridicules homines facis. 


Burrathera buſy louing Courtier: ahartlesthrear- 
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ning Threſs:A Gig ſchoolemaſter. A 
| ler. 


heſe; if wee ſawe 
walkein ſtage names, which wee play naturally, 
therein were delightfult laughter, . and teaching 
delighrfulnies's as m the other; the 'Tragediesof 


| Bachanan,dociuſlly bring forth a divine admirati- 


on, Bur Thaue lauiſhed out too many wordes of = 
this play martter.I doc it becauſe as they are.excel- = 


| R_ Poeke,fo istherenone ſo much ved 
 inEn 


gland, &.nonecan be more pautrifully abuſed. 
VVhichlike an vamannerly Daughter, ſhewing 
2 bad education, cauſcth her mother Pocſics ho- 
neſty, to bee called in queſtion. Other ſorts of Po- 
etry almpſt have wenone, burthat Lyricaitkind of 

—_ nitel if he gaue vs 6 

dd mindes, how well it might be imployed,an 

Sith howe heauenly fru; priviate and pub- 
que, in ſinging theprayſes ofcho immioerdit beau- 
ty* the imtmortall goodnes of that Ghd, who gy- 
ueth vs hatids towrite;'arid wits to conceiue, of 
whicli we might wellwant words,burt neuer mat- 
rer;of which, wecbuldrume our cics tonothing, 
bat we ſhould enerfrautenew budding occaſions. 
Birtetucly many of ſuch writings, as: rome! vnder 
thebatiner of vieeliſtabletoue, it] weread Miſtres, 
would neueyperſvvide meethey were in-foue: fo 
coldely they apply fiery:pceches; as menthat had 
rather ee&Loners writings Fg ſo caught vp -- 
taine ſwelting phraſes,whic together, like 
2i7an Which + pm" c he winde —_ 
gry F 8 | North, 
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North, VVeft;amby$outh, becauſe he wouktbe 
furetoname windes enovvet then that inieruth 
they fecie thoſe paſsions, which _ (asI think) 


may beb by that fame. lenes, ut E- 
nergia, (as the Greekes cal it) ofithe writer,Buride 
this bee a ſufficient, though ſhort note, that wee 
— right vſc ofthe materiall point of Poe- 
Kt 05 Fen aEs; 10 Rods IE 
' . Now, forthevur-ſide of ic, which: is words, 
or (as I may trearme it) Didtion,it is eve well worle, 
So isthat honny-flowing MatronEloquence, 
parelled, or rather diſguiſed, in a Curtizan-like 
painted affeQation >one time' with ſo farre ferte 
words, that may feeme'Monſters:; bur 'muſt ſcene 
ſtraungers to any poore Engliſh man. Anvther 
ryme, with courlingof a Letter , as ifthey:vwere 
bound'to followethemethod of a Didtioniry:ian 
other ryme; with figures and flowers, extreametie 
winter-ſtarued; Burt F-wonld this fault were only * 
peculierto Verlifiers, and hadnor: as arge zofict- 
tion among Proſeiprimers ; and; (which-is' tobe 
_ mervailed) among i'thany Schottets;/ and;{{whicti 
isto bepittied) among fome' Preachers ; Truly 1 
coul& wiſh;it atleaſt I might be ſo bold, to within 
athing beyondrhe reach of my capacny, che: dil 
gerit imitators VF Tulle, $c Demaſth mrs (moſiyvans 
thy tobe imitared,):did not ſo-muctrkeep, Xidpbs 


an Paper :-bookes ofitHeir figures and:phuaſes; ds 
by attentiuEtranſlation (as were) detiout ethem 
whole, and makethient whotytheirs>:!Pocxove 
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they caſtSugarand Spice; 'euery diſt that is 
ſeraed to thetable; Like Hort » not con- 
tent to weare eare-rings at the fit & naturall place 
of the eares, butthey will thruſt Tewels through 
nw 07 IE bppes becauſe they will be ſureto 
E; + 

Tullie, when he was to drine out Catcline, as it 
were witha Thunder-bolt of eloquence, often 
vicd that higure of repition, init, vinit? imo in 
Senatans venit &c. Indeed, inflamed with a well- 
grounded rage, hee would haue his words (as it 
were) double out of his mouth : and ſo doethar 
artificially, which weſee men doe in choller natu- 
rally. And wee, hauing noted the grace of thoſe 
words, hale them in ſometime to a familier Epiſtle, 
when. it were to too much choller to be cholle- 
rick. 'Now for fEmilitudes, in certaine printed di(- 
courſes, brhinke all Herbariſts,all tories of Beaſts, 
" Foules, and Fiſhes, are rifled vp , that they come 
in multitudes, to waite vpon any of vur conceits, 
which cerainly is'as abſurd aſurfet tothe cares, as 
ts poſible: for the force of a fimilitude, not being 
to prooue anything toa contrary Diſputer , bur 
onely to explane to a willing hearer , when that is 
done, the reſt isa moſt tedious pratling : rather o- 
uer-ſwaying the memory fromthe purpoſe wher- 
ro they were applyed,, then any whit informing 
the t1dgement; already eyther ſatisfied,or by ſimi- 
litudes notto be fatiſ-fied. For my part, I doe nor 


doubt, when Artoniws and Craſſus, the great fore- 
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fathers of Cicers in cloquence, the one ( as Cicero 
teſtifieth of them,) pretended not to know Arte, 
the other, not toſet by it: becauſe with a playne 
ſcenliblenes, they might win credit of popular 
earcs : which credu, istheneereft ſtep to perſwa- 
ſion: which perſwaſion,is thechicfe marke of O- 
ratory ; I doe not doubt (I ſay) bur that they v- 
ſed theſe tracks very ſparingly; which who doth 
gencrally v{e, any man may/ſec dorh.daunceto his 
owne muſick : and fo be nored by rhe audience, 
morecarcful to ſpeake curioully, then ro ſpeake 
truly. ; PE Se og 

Vndoubredly , (at lcaſt ro my opinion vn- 
doubtedly,) I haue found indivers ſmally learned 
Counters; a more ſounde ſtile, then in fome pro- 
feflors of learning of which I can gefle no other . 
cauſe, buttharrhe Courtier following that which 
by practiſe hee findeth firreſt to narure,, therein, 
(t _n——_ know it not,) doth according to Art, 
though not by Art: where the other; viing Arr to 
ſhew Art, and notro hide Art,(as in theſe caſes he 
ſhould doe) flycth from nature, andindeedeabu- 
ſeth Arr. 

But what? me thinks I deſerue tobe pounded, 
for ſtraying from Þ to Oratotie : but both 
haue ſuch an affinity in this wordiſh conſiderati- 
on, that I rhinke this digreſsion , will make my 
meaning receive thefuller vnderſtanding : which 
. tsnotto take vypon me to teach Poets hovve they 
ſhould doe,but onely finding my ſelfe fick — 
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heat rolend ſorne-opo/on two ſpat:of.the = 
common infeQtion, :ptowneamong thenioſt; 
of V.Vrizers :tharacknowledgy | 00> yn 
what away. wemaybend totheright, viaboth of 
mattes and mavtier;>whireto ow Hngrage gy» 

wry ak 


cron | indeod capdb 
ny exdelicrit exetcilng phitubknow;fome will 


troamingicd ncAndawhy notſb mi 

dates hagobetaba bothe acer? A: 
athebuill yaw $&egimer; Nay roly;/in 
ng, OY ook/(remmen: 


r Grammer it might haue, but it needes it. navy 


becing © ealic of nie, $60 yoyl of tho tum- 
array mrs Coles} Seriders, Mocdeb 
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SawaobBetfiens tutſh}ehiba man ibehidld befat 
EDDIE 
ovitering , and ptogterly theevnceny 
theminge;'wbich ibthegnd of Lnarti a) 
Ee 0 - aw rv _ cen 
23þv appy in- eqMmpalitions; oh tonde 
three werds;mogether:,,naere the, Greek Farbe- 
yond the Latine : which is one of the:gfcateſt 
boaniescanboinalagplage: [7 =: * 06,01 47 0:9 

'.: News of verlulyingthrreatcawo ſorms;thit one 
Auncientthegther; 2c Aupdent mart 
kedthequamiticof cach:Glablecanddcdordingro 
that, framed his verſe; #in;Moderoe pbferumg 
ondy murber,, 4 twirh ſome regprdetof the: ac+ 
cant): the chigfplfeofiry flendah! ivvihat; lyke 
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ſounding ofthe words, which wee call Ryme. 
VV hethed ofithefe bethe moſt excellent, would 
beare many ſpeeches...The Auncient, (no doubt) 
more fit for Muſick, both wordsand. tune obſcr- 
uing quantity; and morefit lively expreſſe di- 
uers paſsions, by the low:and lofty.ſoundevf the 
well-weycd filable. The lauerlikewiſe; with hys 
Ryme, ſiriketh a certaine mulick tothe care: and 
in fine, ſith.it dooth delight, though by another 
waygit abtainesthe ſame purpole: there beeing in 
eyther {weernes, and wanting in neither iaicſtic. 
Truely the Engliſh, before any other vulgar lan- 
guage I know,is fit for both ſorts: for, for the An- 
cientzthe Italian is ſo full of Yowels;that it muſt e- 
uerbe cubred with:Eljpons. The Dutch, {6 of the 
other fide with Coſfonants, thatthey canriot yeeld 
the ſvveet ſlyding, fit for a Verſe. The French,in 
his whole language, hath not one'word,that hath 
hisaccentinthelaſtſtiable; ſauingriwo,calltd 4»- 
ims, and little mote hachihe Spaniſh : and 
therefore, very graceleſly may. they vic Datilet. 
The Engliſh is ſubie& to none of theſe detetts. 
Nowe, for theryme, though wee doenot ob- 
ſeruequantity, yet wee 6bſetue theraccens: very 
preciſely : which other lavguages, oyrher .canndt 
doe, or will not dae ſo abſolutely .: That Ceſws, 


or breathing place inthe middeſt of theyerſe, nei- 
ther Tralian nor Spaniſh haue, . the French, and 
; we,naiecs almoſt fayle of. Laſtly, even #hevety 
rymo irſdlfe, the lraltah cannotpuc in the laſt _ | 
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ble, by rhe French named'the Malculine ryme, 
bur ſtill in thenexttothe aft, which the Frenchi 
call the Female; or the next before that, which 
the Italians terme Sdracciola, The exampleofthe 
former, is 8xews Suono, of the Sdracciole, is Femins 
Semizs. The French, ofthe other ſide, hath both 
the Male, as Box, Sow, and the Female, as Plaiſe 
Taiſe.Burthe Sdracciols,hee hath not : where the 
Engliſh hath all three,as Dae, Trae, Father, Rather, 
Doe od ED 
be ; Y, lt 
rag a ag too much enlarged . So 
that ith the cuer-praiſe-worthy Poelic, 1s full of 
vertue-breedi io and voyde of no 
gyfte, thari to bein the" noble 'name of lear- 
A | v2 007m —unee Fo 
mae yr eter wn 
, is oct not Poers: 
{ah lafly, our tongue ismoki fit zo honor Pockie, 
andtobee honored by Poelic, I conwreyouwll, 
Jes — reade =_> incke- 
waſting mine,cuenin the name of the n 
Me opaabond ſcorne the ſacred miſdacles of 
Poelie:no more to lavgh at rhename of Poers, as 
though they were nextmheritours to Fooles : no 
more to jeſt at-the: reverent title of a Rymer : 
butro belecue with Ariftente, that they were the 
auncient Treaſurers, of the Grecians Diuinity. 
To belecue with Sewbasthar theywere firſt brin- 
gers inofallciuilitie. To belerue with Scaliger, 
| | that 
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that no er mis ge precepts can ſooner. make 

uan honeſt man, then thereading of FYaxgill, To 

with C inn che TrennorbfOmm—S 

that it pleaſed 7 heauenly Deitic, by Heſud wm 
Homer, vnder the vayle ang end. ens 
know Logick, k Rethorick, Phi by,n+ 
turall, and morrall: and Loid wow? To: belpeve 
with me, thatthereare mnt eons 
in Poctrie, which of purpoſe were 
ly, leaſt by prophane wits, it ſhould beeabuſed. 
Tobedecue with Zexdis, that they are ſo beloued 
of the Gods, that whatſocuer they write, pro- 
ceeds of a diuine fury. Laſtly, to belecue them- 
ſelues, when they tell you they will make you im- 
morrall, by their verſes. 

Thus doi , your name ſhal floriſh in the Prin- 


ters ſhoppes; thus doing,you ſhall bee of kinneto - 


many apoeticall Preface; thus doing,you ſhall be 
moſt fayre, moſt _ moſt mercy, col all, = 


ſhall dwell vpon . Thus 
though you be EG e mater, you ſhall 
denly grow Hercalea pro 


Si quid mea ates 

Thus doing, your ſouleſhal beplaced with Dentes 

Beatrix,or V irgils Anchiſes . Bur if, (fie of fucha 

bur) you be borne ſo neere the dull making Cte- 
phradt of Nilme,that you cannot hearethe Plannet- 

like Muſick of Poetrie, if you haue ſo earth-cree- 

ping a mind, that it cannot lift it ſelfe vp, to looke 

esky of Poetry : or rather, by a certaineruſti- 

L 3 call 
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call diſdaine, will become ſuch a Mome, as to be a 
CMomm of Poary : then, though I will not wiſh 
vmto you, the Aſſes cares of Midas, nor to bee dri- 
ven by a Poets verſes, (as Bubonax was) to hang 
himſcife,nortoberimed to death, asitis fayd to be 
doonein Ireland : yetthus much curſeI muſt ſend 
py in the of all Poets, that while you 

ue, you liue in loue, and never get fauour, for 
lacking kill of a Sexxet: and when youdic, your 
RY dic from the carth, for want of an Epi- 
is dads I 
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